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Lesson 44 
 

A Matter of Faith 
 
Introduction: 
Two days before His crucifixion Jesus left the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha in order to 
enter Jerusalem where He would spend the day teaching. On the way, the disciples noticed that 
the fig tree that Jesus cursed the previous day had withered from the roots up. They were amazed 
and asked Jesus why it had withered so quickly. He replied by saying, “Have faith in God.” 
 
Reading The Scripture: 

 
The Withered Fig Tree 

Matthew 21:20-22 and Mark 11:20-26 
(Gospels forged together into one seamless story, in collaboration with New American Standard Bible,  

authored by Michael Gibson, Founder of Spirit & Truth, dba Key 2 Changes: “Follow Me: A Message from God”, a journey with Jesus) 
 

31 AD, April 21, Monday Morning, (Nisan 12) 
 

And as they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots up. And 
being reminded, Peter said to Him, "Rabbi, behold, the fig tree which You cursed has withered." 
And Jesus answered saying to them, "Have faith in God. Truly I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
what he says is going to happen, it shall be granted him. Therefore I say to you, all things for 
which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you. And 
whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that your Father 
also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions. But if you do not forgive, neither will 
your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions." 

 
Group Discussion: 

1. Where does faith come from? It is a gift from God. 
2. How do you get faith? By hearing the word of God. 

 
The Commands: 

1. Have faith in God. 
2. Believe that you have received them. 
3. Forgive, if you have anything against anyone. 

 
The Lesson: 
In this short teaching session Jesus told His disciples who they should have faith in and three 
conditions for having their faith rewarded. It is interesting that Jesus began this lesson with the 
statement, “Have faith in God”. As His disciples most of us would say, “Well of course, whom 
or what else would we have faith in?” However, within our churches and in the world at large 
God has a lot of competition.  
 
True Biblical faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.1 It is a 
response to God and His word, because faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of 
God.2 It arises in the heart, for with the heart a person believes.3 Once God’s word is heard and 

 
1 Hebrews 11:1 
2 Romans 10:17 
3 Romans 10:10 
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believed it needs to be spoken, for with the mouth he confesses.4 And finally God’s word must be 
acted upon because faith without works is dead.5 Therefore it might be stated that an individual 
has true Biblical faith when he hears God’s word, has assurance in his heart that it is God’s 
word, confesses it and acts upon it. 
 
Biblical faith always has as its source, God and His word. It follows the pattern of: 
 

1. Believing the word of God. 
2. Confession of the word of God. 
3. Acting upon the word of God. 

 
Faith is not complete until all three parts occur! 
 
This pattern is demonstrated throughout the Scripture and one example of it can be seen in the life 
of Abraham. 
 

1. Abraham heard the Word of God and believed it. (Move to the land, which I will show 
you.)    

2. Abraham spoke the word of God. (He told his family because they moved with him.)   
3. Abraham did what he was told to do by God. (Abraham physically moved.)  

 
Today, we see true Biblical faith being challenged in three primary areas within the Church. The 
first deals with the idea that faith is mental assent or agreement. In this case there is a belief in 
place but it produces no works. Listen to what, James the brother of our Lord Jesus Christ had to 
say. What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith 
save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says 
to them, “ Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary 
for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But 
someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works.” You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons 
also believe, and shudder. But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without 
works is useless? (James 2:14-20) Jesus also addressed this issue when He said, “Not everyone 
who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father who is in heaven will enter.” (Matthew 7:21) 
 
The second challenge deals with the idea that faith is reason. In this case the belief is that since 
God has given us a mind to reason with we should trust that. However there are many ways to 
reason and they are all based on the individual’s perspective. For example reason can be based on 
observable data, historical references, or popular opinion just to name a few. When reason is 
employed its source comes from the individual’s mind not the heart, therefore it is not Biblical 
faith.    
 
The third challenge deals with the idea of confession or in other words “you can have whatever 
you say.” This concept6 is mainly being propagated by the Word of Faith movement, which had 
its beginnings in the United States of America. The fallacy here lies in the fact that the source of 
the “word” is the individual himself and may arise from the desires of his spirit, soul, mind, will, 

 
4 Romans 10:10 
5 James 2:26 
6 A popular secular movement of the “you can have whatever you say” concept was promoted in 2006 by a book 
and movie of the same title, The Secret.  
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emotions or flesh. At its root is the thought that the individual himself is God, therefore like God 
he can create whatever he speaks by faith. In this scheme the individual’s faith is not in God or 
His word but in the individual’s own ability to create by faith whatever he speaks.  
  The four primary tenants of the word of faith movement are: 
 

1. Step number one is "Say it." "Positive or negative, it is up to the individual. According to 
what the individual says, that shall he receive." 

 
2. Step number two is "Do it." "Your action defeats you or puts you over. According to your 

action, you receive or you are kept from receiving." 
 

3. Step number three is "Receive it." We are to plug into the "powerhouse of heaven." "Faith 
is the plug, praise God! Just plug in." 

 
4. Step number four is "Tell it so others may believe." This final step might be considered 

the Word of Faith movement's outreach program. 
 
While these four tenants use other Biblical faith principles, the source of the individual’s belief is 
not necessarily the word of God. And true faith cannot come except by hearing and hearing by 
the word of God. Therefore, what these people are using to obtain whatever they want cannot be 
called faith. Jesus, the only begotten Son of God said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father 
does, these things the Son also does in like manner.” (John 5:19) 
 
In the second part of His teaching Jesus said, “ Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 
‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says 
is going to happen, it will be granted him. Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray 
and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.” For many Christians 
this statement presents a problem and it arises because they don’t have a proper understanding of 
it.  
 
Jesus used the phrase, does not doubt in his heart as one of the conditions for the disciple’s faith 
to be rewarded. Believing what you say will come to pass will always be subject to doubt if you 
don’t have assurance. If you are trusting in yourself to bring about what you say you can never 
have assurance. That assurance can only come from God and His word. Since faith comes from 
hearing and hearing by the word of God, then if God doesn’t tell you to move the mountain, you 
will doubt in your heart and the mountain won’t be moved.  
 
Jesus began His next statement with the word therefore. The word therefore simply means “for 
that reason”. In other words Jesus was saying, “In view of what I just told you, does not doubt in 
his heart, then believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.” It stands to 
reason that if you have God’s reply on something that you are praying or asking Him about, that 
you can believe that you have received your request  
 
Since faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of God, it is incumbent upon believers to 
hear the word of God if they are to have faith that produces results. The word of God is heard by 
believers in three different ways: 
 

1. The written word of God – The Scriptures. 
2. Utterances – Testimony, preaching, teaching, tongues and prophesy. 
3. A still small voice – Hearing in your spirit. 
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When a believer cannot find a word of God that applies to his unique situation then he should ask 
God for wisdom before he prays. James says, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in 
faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by 
the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8) 
 
The final condition was forgiveness of others. If any disciple expected to have his faith rewarded 
then he had to forgive others. Forgiveness of sins would stand at the center of the gospel, which 
was to come: Christ died for sinners and He through His disciples is reconciling man to God. 
Jesus wanted the disciples to have a firm understanding of the importance of forgiveness so He 
declared, “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that 
your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.  But if you do not forgive, 
neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.” Since this is the word of 
God to us as Christians we should believe it, confess it and act upon it. The consequence of not 
forgiving others is dire. 
 
The Point Of The Lesson: 
Living by faith has requirements 
 
Application: 
Practice your prayer life using these principles. 
 


