The Case for Messiah
One for Israel

The Case for Messiah seeks to answer some of the biggest questions and objections to the Messianic
interpretation of scripture and strengthen your faith. Together we will dig deeper into some of the most powerful
prophecies of the bible and let the roots of your faith be strengthened by these powerful podcasts and articles!

Even though the God of Abraham prepared the Children of Israel in advance about the Messiah through the prophets, the
Jewish people were still shocked and found it hard to believe that Yeshua was the Messiah. In the seventh century BCE the
prophet Isaiah wrote:

“He will be a Sanctuary, but a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, a trap and a snare
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Some 700 years after the time of Isaiah the prophet, Yeshua the Messiah began his ministry in the Galilee and Jerusalem.
There he rebuked the Jewish leaders with some harsh words:

“Woe to you, Torah scholars and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut people out of the kingdom of heaven. For you do
not enter yourselves, nor do you let those enter who are trying to go in.” (Matt 23:13)
In another case Jesus challenged the chief priests who had the Bible in their hands, without seeing the plan of God that was
revealed in it.

“He said: You search the Scriptures because you suppose that in them you have eternal life.
It is these that testify about Me.”

The Case for Messiah: A Jewish Defense of the Trinity
Feb 28, 2023 One for Israel — video: 43:50-min

Although some contend that the Trinity contradicts the monotheism of the Hebrew Bible, in this podcast we show
the Torah reveals the mysterious unity of God and lays the theological foundation for belief in the Triune God.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/a-jewish-defense-of-the-trinity-the-case-for-messiah/

The Case for Messiah: What’s the Meaning of Genesis 3:15?
Feb 14, 2023 One for Israel — video: 41:37-min

Some have claimed the New Testament is wrong about Genesis 3:15? Is it just about the natural hatred between
people and snakes or is it a foreshadowing of the biblical story of redemption?

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/whats-the-meaning-of-genesis-315-the-case-for-messiah/

The Case for Messiah: A “Pregnant Virgin”?!? Defending A Messianic Interpretation of Isaiah 7:14
Jan 11, 2023 One for Israel — video: 38:55-min

In this video we look at the arguments against the Messianic interpretation of Isaiah 7:14. After examining the
evidence, we conclude that the Hebrew word “alma” in Isaiah 7:14 means “a young married girl who is a virgin.”
We also argue that the Messianic interpretation of Isaiah 7:14 is completely appropriate in its larger context.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/a-pregnant-virgin-defending-a-messianic-interpretation-of-isaiah-714-
the-case-for-messiah/
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The Case for Messiah: Is the Child Born in Isaiah 9 Messianic Prophecy or History!?
May 18, 2023 One for Israel — video: 41:56-min

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9 is one of
the first scriptures that come to mind when we look at the birth of our Messiah, but as clear at it might seem there
are many objections to the messianic interpretation of this verse. In this episode of Case for Messiah we answer
these objections and reveal the Messiah born to us, who is Wonderful, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of
Peace!

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/is-the-child-born-in-isaiah-9-messianic-prophecy-or-history-the-case-
for-messiah/

The Case for Messiah: The Leper Messiah

One for Israel — article: 4:00-min

This set of qualifications harks back to Isaiah 35:5-6, a Messianic prophecy: “Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing
Jfor joy.” Leviticus 13 and 14 were written for that moment, to help identify that the Messiah had truly come. It makes
sense then, that when John the Baptist sent people to check to see if Yeshua really was the Messiah, He responded
like this: Yeshua answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see:the blind receive sight
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them. And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.” (Matthew 11:4-6) As far as Yeshua was
concerned that was proof in and of itself.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-from-israel/the-leper-messiah/

The Case for Messiah: Psalm 22 — “Pierced” or “Like a Lion”
Dec 8, 2022 One for Israel — video: 32:59-min

In this Episode we dive into the Rabbinic Objections of our reading of Psalm 22 and modern and contextual
arguments against the rabbinic interpretations.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/psalm-22-pierced-or-like-a-lion-the-case-for-messiah/

The Case for Messiah: Finding Hope with our Suffering Messiah
One for Israel — article: 3:00-min

Psalm 22 is probably the Most Famous Prophetic Psalm about the Messiah!

https://www.oneforisrael.org/messianic-perspective/psalm-22-finding-hope-suffering-messiah/

The Case for Messiah: Did the New Testament Misuse the Psalms? Absolutely Not!
Dec 28, 2022 One for Israel — video: 43:16-min

In this Episode we answer the objections against the Messianic interpretation of the book of Psalms. Dr. Postell and
Dr. Broshi prove the prophetic intent of the psalms as they dive into the scriptures in this study.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/did-the-new-testament-misuse-the-psalms-absolutely-not-the-case-for-
messiah/

The Case for Messiah: Isaiah 53 — Is it Israel or the Messiah?
Nov 17, 2022 One for Israel — video: 33:03-min

Rashi and other Jewish teachers today view the Servant of the Lord in Isaiah 53 being fulfilled in Israel, but as Dr.
Broshi and Dr. Postell dig into the text and context surrounding Isaiah 53 and the chapters leading to it, we see how
illogical that concept becomes.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/isaiah-53-is-it-israel-or-the-messiah-the-case-for-messiah/

The Case for Messiah: Who is the Pierced One of Zechariah 12?!
May 4, 2023 One for Israel — video: 51:06-min

Zechariah 12:10, a very important messianic prophecy, is quoted in Revelation and the Gospel of John. In
this episode we tackle the Rabbinic objections to the Messianic interpretation of Zechariah 12:10.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/who-is-the-pierced-one-of-zechariah-12-the-case-for-messiah/
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The Case for Messiah: Is the New Testament Wrong about the Son of Man in Daniel?
Jan 25, 2023 One for Israel — video: 37:00-min

In this video, we explain and refute the arguments against the New Testament’s interpretation of Daniel 7, arguing
that Daniel 7 presents the “one like a son of man” as a fully divine Messiah who will one day be worshipped by all
nations.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/is-the-new-testament-wrong-about-the-son-of-man-in-daniel/

The Case for Messiah: Is Jesus the Messiah? How can He be God?
June 20, 2022 One for Israel — video: 21:15-min

In this special episode of Pod for Israel, we sit down with dr. Craig keener to discuss the Messiahship and Divinity
of Yeshua.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/pod-for-israel/is-jesus-the-messiah-how-can-he-be-god-asking-dr-craig-keener-pod-
for-israel/

The Case for Messiah: Simeon and Anna: How did they Recognize the Messiah?

At least two people were paying attention: the prophets Simeon and Anna are mentioned in Luke as recognizing
the time of the Messiah’s visitation at a time when so many missed it. How did they manage to spot who that precious
baby was? And what can we learn from their excellent example?

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick,” we are told in Proverbs 13:12, “but longing fulfilled is a tree of life.” The
Messiah had been a long time coming. A very, very long time. The Messiah was first mentioned way back in Genesis
3:15, when God promised that the woman’s seed would crush the head of the serpent, and the clues never stopped
coming. Hints of sacrifice, parallels and parables, patterns and poetry, echoes and types are scattered throughout the
Scriptures, along with some very blatant prophecies. God’s people had been waiting for thousands of years for the
coming Savior. The awe and wonder expressed by both Simeon and Anna on holding the baby, the bundle of delight,
testifies to the truth of Proverbs 13:12. What an intense experience of joy!

When the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took him
up in his arms and blessed God and said,
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke 2:27-32)
SIMEON AND ANNA KNEW THE SCRIPTURES

The Scriptures foretold that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) to a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). He
would come out of Egypt (Hosea 11:1), and be called a Nazarene (Isaiah 11:1). He would do miracles and wonders,
like walking on water (Psalm 77:19, Proverbs 30:4). He would be the Son of God (Psalm 2:12, Proverbs 30:4) and yet
God Himself (Isaiah 9:6-7, Jeremiah 23:5-6, Zechariah 2:10). He would heal lepers, open the eyes of the blind, and
the lame would leap for joy (Isaiah 35:5-6). He would be ‘cut off” before the second temple was destroyed (Daniel
9:26), his hands and feet would be pierced (Psalm 22:17), and he would be mocked and tortured before his execution
(Isaiah 53:4-8). And that’s just for starters.?

Clearly both Simeon and Anna were well-versed in biblical prophecy.

They were both waiting for the consolation of Israel, the redemption of Jerusalem. They knew it was coming
because God had promised repeatedly, over and over, in the Bible. And they knew it. A Messiah, a Savior, was
on the way.

However, we have to remember that Simeon and Anna met a newborn Jesus. They understood that they had found
the Messiah even before the vast majority of the criteria for the Messiah had been met! They knew He was coming,
and seemed to know it would be in their lifetime. They may have heard Jesus had been born in Bethlehem, and maybe
even some of Mary’s miraculous story. Maybe news from those shepherds and the message from the angels had
reached them? You can see how the clues could stack up. But how could they know what He would do, or how He
would die? They didn’t see Him perform a single miracle... yet they knew He was the Child of Promise. How?
ATTENTIVE EXPECTANCY

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. (Luke 2:25)

Luke tells us that the Holy Spirit was upon Simeon, and also that he was righteous and devout. The two facts are
not unconnected. Simeon was not perfect, but he was someone who walked in God’s ways and was serious about it.
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And God’s Spirit was upon him. Anna too was devout and active in seeking God. She loved to be in God’s house, and
used all the armoury we’re given in our pursuit of God — time, attention, and fasting. They knew what they were
looking out for, and they were in tune with God.

They were waiting expectantly.

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until
she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and
day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:36-38)

I have heard it said, and | agree, that worship is essentially paying attention to God. We attend, we bring ourselves
into God’s presence, and we set our face towards Him. We speak and sing directly to our God, not thoughtlessly into
the air, but concentrating on Him. And we listen. We listen carefully, attentively. And we wait. Simeon and Anna
were paying attention. They were listening, and they were expectant. When we are face to face with someone, paying
careful attention to them, we are able to really listen.

ACTIVE LISTENING

We know Simeon listened and heard from God because we are told by Luke,

“It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ.” (Luke 2:26)

Now you might have questions about exactly how it was revealed to him, but that is what the Bible says. The Holy
Spirit was revealing things to Simeon and Anna, and they paid attention. Crucially, Simeon believed what God showed
him, instead of dismissing it as imagination. Luke emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit in his Gospel, as he also
does in the Book of Acts. We are told by Luke that John the Baptist heralded Jesus not only as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, but also as the One who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. The Holy
Spirit is not an afterthought, He is God. He is the Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7, Philippians 1:19, Romans 8:9), and Jesus
said that He would “lead us into all truth” (John 16:13) including what was to come. We see the disciples being led
and instructed by the Holy Spirit about what to do, where to go, and what was coming throughout the book of Acts.

Simeon and Anna were grounded in Scripture, focused on God,
and they were in step with the Holy Spirit.

The text tells us that Simeon “came in the Spirit into the temple”. You’ll notice that the Holy Spirit is highlighted
throughout. Furthermore, we see more real-time communication between God’s Spirit and Simeon as he is holding
Jesus:

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:34-35)

Clearly, the Holy Spirit will only speak what He hears, and it will always be in agreement with God’s revealed
word to us which cannot be broken, but He does speak. He speaks to those who are earnestly listening and seeking
Him with all their hearts.

... And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. (Luke 2:33)
THEY NEVER GAVE UP ON BELIEVING GOD’S PROMISES

Simeon and Anna not only knew what God had said, (and what he was saying to them) but they BELIEVED it.
They had great faith in God’s word. The enemy always tries to cause us to doubt: “Did God really say...?” But Simeon
and Anna were unmoved. Yes. He did.

How about you and I? We are in a similar position today when it comes to waiting for the Messiah. Will we be
like Anna and Simeon? Waiting in faith for the promises to come to pass in our days? Do we know what the
promises are? Are we keeping in step with the Spirit, as Paul urges in Galatians 5:16? Do we tarry to listen to God?
Do we believe what He says? Are we passionate about dwelling in the presence of God and seeking His face? We all
stumble time and time again, but we are not left to struggle alone; Jesus specifically sent His Spirit to help us, to
comfort us, to guide us, to change us from the inside out so that we naturally want to live His way. If you are not sure
whether or not you are filled with the Holy Spirit, why not turn your face again to God, turning away from all sin, and
ask the Spirit of God to come and fill you anew even now. And believe! The Holy Spirit is a gift from God to us, and
He is a good Father who loves to give good gifts to His children.

Jesus urged and warned His disciples many times to “watch and pray”. As a young believer, | eagerly desired to
obey, but felt at a loss. Watch what? What am | supposed to be looking for? Today | study the Scriptures carefully,
and | am paying attention to what is happening around me, but most of all, | know that my gaze must be towards the
throne of God. | am paying attention to Him, and listening for His voice. We can’t honestly say that we “long for His
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appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8) if we don’t even know what we’re looking out for! May Jesus find us full of faith and
the Holy Spirit, as we wait for Him with great anticipation. The joy of finally seeing Him will be inexpressible.

https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-from-israel/simeon-and-anna-how-did-they-recongnize-the-messiah/

RABBINIC MIDRASH WRITTEN 1200 YEARS AGO, PRIOR TO THE MASORETIC TEXT:

Psalm 22:16 bears a remarkable resemblance to the one in Zechariah 12, verse 10: “When they look on
me, on Him whom they have pierced”, as well as the description in Isaiah where the Messiah is said to be
“pierced for our transgressions” (Isaiah 53:5).

TAKE A LOOK AT THIS RABBINIC MIDRASH WRITTEN 1200 YEARS AGO, PRIOR TO THE
MASORETIC TEXT:

(Assembled and codified by Jewish scribes between the 6th and 10th centuries AD)

“During the seven year period preceding the coming of the son of David, Iron beams will be
brought low and loaded upon His neck until the Messiah’s body is bent low. Then He will cry
and weep, and His voice will rise to the very height of heaven, and He will say to God:
“Master of the universe, how much can my strength endure? How much can my spirit endure?
How much my breath before it ceases? How much can my limbs suffer?

Am | not flesh and blood?”

...During the ordeal of the son of David the Holy One, blessed be He, will say to him:

“My true Messiah, Long ago, ever since the six days of creation, you did take this ordeal upon
thyself. At this moment, thy pain is like my pain.”

At these words, the Messiah will reply: ‘Master of the Universe, now I am reconciled. The
servant is content to be like his Master.””

(Midrash Pesikta Rabbati, 36:2)

Jesus endured rejection, agony, humiliation and death. And just as King David stood alone before Goliath
and fought him for the sake of the people of Israel, Jesus stood alone before death, in order to represent us:
the people of Israel, and all mankind. And unlike David, Jesus did not merely risk His own life for His people,
but GAVE His life — for all of us!

https://www.oneforisrael.org/messianic-perspective/psalm-22-finding-hope-suffering-messiah/

A few of the 300 plus prophecies concerning the Messiah in the Hebrew Scriptures:
The research of Peter Stoner who calculated the chances of one human being fulfilling even a few of the 300 plus
prophecies concerning the Messiah in the Hebrew Scriptures.

1. The Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). The average population of Bethlehem from
the time of Micah to the present (written in 1958, see below for details) divided by the average population
of the earth during the same period = 7,150/2,000,000,000 or 2.8x10°.

2. A messenger would prepare the way for the Messiah (Malachi 3:1). One man in how many, the world
over, has had a forerunner (in this case, John the Baptist) to prepare his way? Estimate: 1 in 1,000 or
1x10°,

3. The Messiah was to enter Jerusalem as a king riding on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9). One man in how
many, who has entered Jerusalem as a ruler, has entered riding on a donkey? Estimate: 1 in 100 or 1x102,

4. The Messiah would be betrayed by a friend and suffer wounds in His hands (Zechariah 13:6). One
man in how many, the world over, has been betrayed by a friend, resulting in wounds in his
hands? Estimate: 1 in 1,000 or 1x103.

5. The Messiah would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12). Of the people who have
been betrayed, one in how many has been betrayed for exactly 30 pieces of silver? Estimate: 1 in 1,000
or 1x103,

6. The betrayal money would be used to purchase a potter’s field (Zechariah 11:13). One man in how
many, after receiving a bribe for the betrayal of a friend, has returned the money, had it refused, and then
experienced it being used to buy a potter’s field? Estimate: 1 in 100,000 or 1x10°.

7. The Messiah would remain silent while He was afflicted (Isaiah 53:7). One man in how many, when
he is oppressed and afflicted, though innocent, will make no defense of himself? Estimate: 1 in 1,000 or
1x103.

8. The Messiah was to die by having His hands and feet pierced (Psalm 22:16). One man in how many,
since the time of David, has been crucified? Estimate: 1 in 10,000 or 1x10%

Josh McDowell, author of Evidence that Demands a Verdict, points to the research of Peter Stoner who calculated
the chances of one human being fulfilling even a few of the 300 plus prophecies concerning the Messiah in the
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Hebrew Scriptures. Stoner, chairman of the mathematics and astronomy departments at Pasadena City College
until 1953 and later professor emeritus of science at Westmont College, California, reported, “A verified analysis
was conducted by the American Scientific Affiliation that concluded that the probability of just eight prophecies
being fulfilled in one person is 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000!” The eight prophecies chosen are listed above,
with the calculation of probability. Multiplying all these probabilities together produces a number (rounded off)
of 1x10%. Dividing this number by an estimate of the number of people who have lived since the time of these
prophecies (88 billion at time of Stoner’s writing in the 1950s) produced the probability of all eight prophecies
being fulfilled by chance in the life of one person. That probability is 1in 107 or 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000...
one in a hundred quadrillion. In a forward to Stoner’s book, Science Speaks, Dr. Harold Hartzler, an officer of the
American Scientific Affiliation, confirmed that the manuscript had been carefully reviewed by a committee of his
organization and that “the mathematical analysis included is based upon principles of probability which are
thoroughly sound.” He further stated that in the opinion of the Affiliation, Professor Stoner “has applied these
principles in a proper and convincing way”’.
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