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The Feast of Passover  
(Day 3 of 10) 

 
Biblical Prophecy Fulfilled 

Timeline of Events 
 

Overview & Prayer 
 

The Passover Overview 
The King is Coming 

 

by Michael Gibson, Key2Changes.com 
 

“‘When your days are over and you go to be with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of your 
own sons, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for me, and I will establish his throne 

forever.  I will be his father, and he will be my son. I will never take my love away from him, as I took it away from your 
predecessor.  I will set him over my house and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established forever.’”  

1 Chronicles 17:11-14 
 
On the third day: 

 
Saturday Daytime (Abib/Nisan 10th) – 7th day of the week  

• Shabbat Hagadol1 
• Jesus leaves Bethany, which is about 2 miles from Jerusalem. 2 
• At Bethphage (House of Figs) Jesus mounts a donkey3 and rides the rest of the way into Jerusalem.4  
• The triumphal entry into Jerusalem.5 
• Each family chooses a Passover lamb 6 
• Palm branches.7 
• Hosannas.8 
• Stones crying out.9 
• Jesus spends the entire day in Jerusalem. 

 
1 Shabbat Hagadol means “the great Sabbath” or “Sabbath of greatness”. It is the Sabbath, which immediately precedes Passover 
and is so named because it was historically the day when the King of Israel entered Jerusalem for the Feast. The last king of Israel, 
Zedekiah had died more than 600 years before. 
2 A Sabbath’s days journey was considered to be about one mile however the Rabbinic ruling states that Bethany is within the 
environs of Jerusalem, therefore it was permissible for someone to travel from Bethany to Jerusalem for the purpose of going to 
Temple and not break the prohibition against traveling on the Sabbath. 
3 Zechariah 9:9 says, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is 
coming to you; he is just and endowed with salvation, humble and mounted on a donkey, even a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
4 Even though by rabbinic ruling Jesus was permitted to walk to Jerusalem, as if to fulfill the Law of Moses completely, He walked 
only one mile to Bethphage where He mounted a donkey and rode the rest of the way.  
5 If Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem were on Palm Sunday according to “Christian” tradition, it would mean that He made 
His journey from Jericho to Bethany (20 miles) on the Sabbath (Rest), definitely a violation of Mosaic Law. Jesus did not break 
the Law but fulfilled it completely.  
6 According to Exodus 12:3, each family was to select its Passover lamb on the 10th of Abib, then it was subjected to inspection 
for blemishes by the priests for four days. If the lamb were without defect it would be killed on the 14th of Abib, the Lord’s 
Passover. Jesus, the true Lamb of God was continuously examined by different groups of people from the time of His entry into 
Jerusalem on the 10th of Abib until His crucifixion four days later on the 14th of Abib, the Lord’s Passover. These groups included 
priests, scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, Sanhedrim, the current and previous High Priests, the Jewish governor, the Roman governor 
and the multitudes themselves. 
7 Palm branches were a symbol of triumph and victory in pre-Christian days. For Jewish people they are connected to the concept 
of salvation and represent peace and plenty. Compare this to Revelation 7:9-10. “After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, 
salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”  
8 The word Hosanna means, “Save, please” or “Please, deliver us”. 
9 As Jesus began His descent of the Mount of Olives some Pharisees approached Him demanding that He silence the multitudes 
that were praising Him. Jesus replied, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out.” Jesus was not talking about the 
rocks lying on the ground being able to speak but something entirely different. The more than a mile-long Mount of Olives is 
covered with the tombstones of Israelites who believed that when the Messiah came He would descend on the Mount of Olives 
and they would be the first to be resurrected from the dead. In essence Jesus was telling the Pharisees that if His disciples didn’t 
praise Him that those who were buried on the Mount of Olives would rise up out of their graves and give Him praise. 
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Saturday Nighttime (Abib/Nisan 11th) – 1st day of the week  
• Jesus returns to Bethany for the night. 

 
Reflection Reading third day: 
 

“For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual 

food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the 
Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased,  

for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 
Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did” 

 

“Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction,  
on whom the end of the ages has come.” 

1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 11 
 

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

Romans 15:4 
 
Prayer on the third day: 

 
Daily Exercise - Lectio Divina  
Lectio Divina is a Latin term that means “divine reading.” It is a way or method of reading the Scriptures in such a manner that 
facilitates the reader in receiving a “specific word” from God. The practice was developed early in the church’s history with 
Origen first expressing its principles around 220 AD. The system consists of four parts: reading, meditation, prayer and 
contemplation. It may be practiced privately or in a small group setting. There are four elements to be considered in preparing 
for this exercise:  
 

1. Set aside enough time to complete the exercise so that you don’t have to rush through it. Usually thirty minutes is 
adequate.  

2. Find a quiet place free of distractions.  
3. Read the Selected Passage Above of Scripture. 
4. Transition from what you have been doing by calming you mind and body. This can be done by taking a few slow, deep 

breaths and inviting the Lord to speak to you through His word.  
 
Reading  
1. Read the passage aloud slowly a couple of times.  
2. Be silent for one-to-two minutes.  
3. Is there a word or phrase that is meaningful to you?  
4. Repeat the word or phrase several times silently as if to memorize it.  
 
* If in a group, share it in turn. Do not elaborate simply state what it is.  

 
Meditation  
1. Read the passage again.  
2. Be silent for two to three minutes.  
3. Think about how the reading applies or touches your life today.  
 
* If in a group, share it in turn. Briefly state “I hear, I see, I feel …”  

 
Prayer  
1. Talk with God about what he is showing you.  
 
* If in a group, pray quietly.  

 
Contemplation  
1. Read the passage again.  
2. Be silent for two to three minutes.  
3.  Reflect on “I believe God wants me to ___________________________________________ today/this week/etc.”  
 
* If in a group, share in turn. At this point you can elaborate somewhat on what you believe God is telling you to do. 
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Study on the third day: 
 

Overview of the Feasts  
 
 

“They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?’ And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem.  

And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, saying,  
“The Lord has risen indeed!”  

Luke 24:33 
 


