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Last Week We Talked About: 

 
FOXES SEEN WALKING NEAR THE WESTERN WALL, FULFILLING BIBLICAL PROMISE 

According to the biblical prophecy, now that the barren Temple has become a walking ground for foxes, so it will be rebuilt. 
 

BY JERUSALEM POST STAFF - AUGUST 8, 2019 15:10 
 

As the Jewish world is counting the days to the ninth of Av (Tisha Be'Av), the date on which Jews mourn the destruction of the two 
Temples in Jerusalem following its destruction by the Romans, foxes have been spotted walking near the Western Wall, a press release 
reported on Thursday.  
  
It is written in the Book of Lamentations (5:18), which is read on Tisha Be'Av, that Mount Zion – where the Temples stood – will be so 
desolate that “foxes will walk upon it.” The understanding, according to the Talmud in the tractate Makkot (24b), is that if the prophecies 
of destruction have been fulfilled, so will be the ones by the prophet Zechariah about the Temple being rebuilt.  
 
Rabbi Shmuel Rabinowitz, the Rabbi of the Western Wall and Holy Sites, referred to photos of the foxes and commented, “One cannot 
refrain from crying at the site of the fulfillment of the prophecy of 'foxes will walk on it.'” 
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9th of Av 
 

Last Weekend was the 9th of Av, where we remembered that the First Temple was destroyed on Tisha B'Av because of idolatry and wickedness, and 
the Second Temple was destroyed because of baseless hatred among Jews (and especially, perhaps, of Yeshua). 
  
But that is not the end of the story.  Yeshua will return to Israel when the Third Temple is built and there is a national turning to Him, as the 
Prophet Zechariah foretells. 
  
"And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication.  They will look on Me, the one they have 
pierced, and they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for Him as one grieves for a firstborn son."  (Zechariah 
12:10) 

“The King is in the Field” 
 

"My heart says of you, ‘Seek His face!’  Your face, Lord, I will seek." Psalm 27:8 
  
Next Weekend will begin the new month of Elul and thousands of Jewish worshipers will flock to Jerusalem’s Western (Wailing) Wall Plaza to 
recite penitential prayers called selichot. 
  
As is traditional, Sephardic Jews will recite prayers at Jerusalem’s Western (Wailing) Wall for the entire month of Elul in anticipation of the Jewish 
High Holy Days also known as the Days of Awe, which starts next month on Rosh HaShanah (September 30, 2019 - when the Hebrew year of 5780 
begins) and ends ten days later at Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). 
 
The month of Elul, therefore, is considered an important period of reflection, introspection, and repentance before those "days of judgment."  
  
To stress the reverential nature of this month, the shofar or ram’s horn is sounded at each morning prayer service during the month of Elul. 
  
Elul and 40 Days of Favor 
  

"Good judgment wins favor, but the way of the unfaithful leads to their destruction." Proverbs 13:15 
  
The first day of Elul also begins the 40-day period of the year referred to as Days of Favor. 
  
According to Jewish tradition, it was during this time that the Lord forgave the People of Israel following the sin of the Golden Calf.  (Pirke d’Reb Eliezar) 
  
It is during this period that we, therefore, repent and make confessions for our sins up to the 40th day of prayer and fasting on Yom Kippur.   
  
Why 40 days? 
  
The 11th century French rabbi, Rashi, a famous commentator in the Talmud (a text of rabbinic teachings on the Bible), links it with God's call to Moses 
to ascend Mount Sinai on three different occasions, each time for 40 days. 
  
On the first occasion, Moses received the Torah.  Upon his return, he saw that the people had fallen into sin—the abomination of worshipping the 
Golden Calf.   
  
In anger, he destroyed the two tablets of the law on the 17th of Tammuz and burned the calf the next day.  (Exodus 32:19; Deuteronomy 9:11) 
  
He then ascended the mountain for a second time to plead with God for His forgiveness, returning after 40 days, on the 29th of Av.  (Exodus 32:30–31; 
Deuteronomy 9:18) 
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On the first of Elul, he ascended the mountain for a third period of 40 days to invoke mercy and complete atonement.  He descended the mountain on 
Tishri 10 or Yom Kippur, says Rashi, with the second set of tablets and the assurance of God’s forgiveness.  (Exodus 34:1, 27–28; Deuteronomy 
10:1–5) 
  
The King Is in the Field 
  

"Your procession, God, has come into view, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary." Psalm 68:24 
  
Although Elul is a month of repentance, it is also a time to contemplate God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
  
It is, in essence, a period of renewal—an opportunity to draw close to God. 
  
Traditionally, this period is considered to be a time when God is accessible, when 
 

 “THE KING IS IN THE FIELD” 
  
Rabbis explained that to meet with a king, one must go through “appropriate channels.”  This generally means gaining the approval of a long line of 
bureaucrats before gaining access to the throne room. 
  
As well, one must meticulously prepare for the meeting, including proper dress. 
  

There are, however, times when the king leaves his palace and goes out into the field. 
 

At this time, anyone can approach him, and all usual decorum and bureaucratic requirements are suspended. 
 

During the month of Elul, it is said that God makes Himself accessible in this way. 
  
Because of the King’s presence, more time is spent in Torah study, in more fervent prayer, in greater generosity and giving.  His presence has made the 
field a holier place.  (Chabad) 
  
This is the month in which we are, in a sense, welcomed back as being children of God; we are experiencing a rendezvous (engagement, meeting, 
appointment) with the Lord of the Universe.  To prepare for this, we need to examine ourselves closely.  Still we have the certainty that God will 
forgive us, no matter what our sins might be.  
  

These 40 days are a time of meeting with the King of Kings—a time to be happy. Which also corresponds to the prophesied Messianic Virgin Birth 
(Isaiah 7:14), Jesus’ Birth (which this year would have fallen on September 7, 2019), and the prophesied Messianic Return (Zechariah 14:1-4, 9), 

Jesus’ Return (which this year would have fallen on September 29th through October 1st, 2019). 
 

Week 46 - EIKEV (Because) 
Deuteronomy 7:12–9 and Isaiah 49:14–51:3 

  
“Because [eikev] you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the Lord your God will keep with you the covenant and the steadfast love 
that He swore to your fathers.  He will love you, bless you, and multiply you.” Deuteronomy 7:12–13 
  
Last week, in Parasha Va'etchanan (And I Pleaded - Deuteronomy 3:23–7:11), Moses predicted that the people in future generations would be 
exiled from the Promised Land and scattered among the nations because they would turn from God and worship idols.  But Moses also 
foresaw that in the last days they would once again seek Him and obey His commandments. 

 
Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20  
9 Therefore keep the words of this covenant and do them, that you may prosper[a]in all that you do. 
 
10 “You are standing today, all of you, before the Lord your God: the heads of your tribes,[b] your elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, 11 your 
little ones, your wives, and the sojourner who is in your camp, from the one who chops your wood to the one who draws your water, 12 so that you may 
enter into the sworn covenant of the Lord your God, which the Lord your God is making with you today, 13 that he may establish you today as his 
people, and that he may be your God, as he promised you, and as he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 14 It is not with you 
alone that I am making this sworn covenant, 15 but with whoever is standing here with us today before the Lord our God, and with whoever is not here 
with us today. 
 
16 “You know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came through the midst of the nations through which you passed. 17 And you have seen 
their detestable things, their idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, which were among them. 18 Beware lest there be among you a man or woman 
or clan or tribe whose heart is turning away today from the Lord our God to go and serve the gods of those nations. Beware lest there be among you a 
root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit, 19 one who, when he hears the words of this sworn covenant, blesses himself in his heart, saying, ‘I shall be safe, 
though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart.’ This will lead to the sweeping away of moist and dry alike. 20 The Lord will not be willing to forgive 
him, but rather the anger of the Lordand his jealousy will smoke against that man, and the curses written in this book will settle upon him, and 
the Lord will blot out his name from under heaven. 21 And the Lord will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for calamity, in accordance with all 
the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. 22 And the next generation, your children who rise up after you, and the foreigner who 
comes from a far land, will say, when they see the afflictions of that land and the sicknesses with which the Lord has made it sick— 23 the whole land 
burned out with brimstone and salt, nothing sown and nothing growing, where no plant can sprout, an overthrow like that of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in his anger and wrath— 24 all the nations will say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this 
land? What caused the heat of this great anger?’ 25 Then people will say, ‘It is because they abandoned the covenant of the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, which he made with them when he brought them out of the land of Egypt, 26 and went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom 
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they had not known and whom he had not allotted to them. 27 Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against this land, bringing upon it all the 
curses written in this book, 28 and the Lord uprooted them from their land in anger and fury and great wrath, and cast them into another land, as they are 
this day.’ 
 
29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words 
of this law. 
 
Repentance and Forgiveness 
30 “And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations 
where the Lord your God has driven you, 2 and return to the Lord your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all that I command you today, 
with all your heart and with all your soul, 3 then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather you again 
from all the peoples where the Lordyour God has scattered you. 4 If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the Lord your God 
will gather you, and from there he will take you. 5 And the Lord your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed, that you may possess 
it. And he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 6 And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
offspring, so that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 7 And the Lord your God will put all 
these curses on your foes and enemies who persecuted you. 8 And you shall again obey the voice of the Lord and keep all his commandments that I 
command you today. 9 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all the work of your hand, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit 
of your cattle and in the fruit of your ground. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers, 10 when you 
obey the voice of the Lordyour God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that are written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
 
The Choice of Life and Death 
11 “For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will 
ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea 
for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God[c] that I command you 
today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules,[d] then you shall live and 
multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not 
hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land 
that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast 
to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to 
give them.” 

  
The title of this week’s Parasha, Eikev, means “because”.  It is used in this Reading as a conjunction to create a relationship between 
experiencing God’s blessings and obedience to His Torah. 
  
Again, this week contains an important teaching that provides us with added insight into how to walk in the blessings of Adonai — through 
faith and obedience. 
 
These three — faith, obedience, and blessings — are seen operating in our forefather Abraham, who first believed and then out of faith, 
obeyed God and was circumcised. 
  
Abraham exemplified the concept that obedience is more than exercising our will over our own flesh; it is faith in action.  Out of his 
faith flowed obedience to God. 
  
In Genesis 15:6, we see that his faith was counted to him as righteousness, and the ancient Hebrew prophet Yeshayahu (Isaiah) beckons us 
to look to Abraham, our father of faith.  We are to be like him; putting faith into action.  Then we too will experience the blessings 
that flow from obedience. 
  

“Listen to me, you pursuers of justice, you who seek ADONAI: consider the rock from which you were cut, 
the quarry from which you were dug - consider Abraham your father and Sarah, who gave birth to you …” Isaiah 51:1-2 

  
Eikev: The Heel of Messiah 
  
The word eikev comes from the verb akav, which means to take by the heel.  Similarly, the Hebrew noun akev means heel, as in the heel of 
a foot.  All of these words share the same root letters ayin-kof-vet. 
  
Ancient Jewish sages interpreted this dual meaning of ayin-kof-vet to refer to the generation of the “heels of Mashiach (Messiah).” 
  
The last generation of the Exile is called the Heels of Messiah, since that generation is expected to hear the footsteps of the Messiah. 
  
The word akev is first used in Genesis in an important prophecy: the seed of Eve will eventually crush the head of the serpent. 
  
“And I will put enmity between you [the serpent] and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you 
will strike His heel [akev].”  Genesis 3:15 
  
This is the first Messianic prophecy in the Bible. 
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From it we understand that the enemy would attempt to strike at the heel of the Messiah; instead however, our Messiah would crush the 
enemy’s head and destroy the works of the devil. 
  

“The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.”  1 John 3:8 

 
This Week: 

SIGHT and HEARING 
 

Opening Illustration: 
 

These past two weeks we have been reading the portion of Scripture that encapsulates the Shema Yisrael (Prayer) (or Sh'ma Yisrael; Hebrew: עַמְׁש 
לֵאָרְׂשִי ; "Hear, [O] Israel") a prayer. It is also the first two words of a section of the Torah, and is the title (better known as The Shema) of a prayer that 

serves as a centerpiece of the morning and evening Jewish prayer services. The first verse encapsulates the monotheistic essence of Judaism: "Hear, O 
Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one", found in Deuteronomy 6:4. Observant Jews consider the Shema to be the most important part of 
the prayer service in Judaism, and its twice-daily recitation as a mitzvah (religious commandment). Also, it is traditional for Jews to say the Shema as 
their last words, and for parents to teach their children to say it before they go to sleep at night.[1][2] 
 
The verse is sometimes alternatively translated as "The LORD is our God; the LORD is one" or "The LORD is our God, the LORD alone." The word 
used for "the LORD" is the tetragrammaton YHWH. 
 
The term "Shema" is used by extension to refer to the whole part of the daily prayers that commences with Shema Yisrael and 
comprises Deuteronomy 6:4–9, 11:13–21, and Numbers 15:37–41. These sections of the Torah are read in the weekly Torah 
portions Va'etchanan, Eikev, and Shlach, respectively. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shema_Yisrael 
 
The difference between the granted and the earned, of the Shema Reading and Prayer, is also the difference between two of our major senses -
SIGHT and HEARING.  
 
SIGHT gives the mind the information all at once, conveying a scene, with its thousands if not millions of details, as a single imprint upon the retina. 
The eye sees it all simultaneously; the mind then proceeds to process all this information, drawing from the all-embracing image imparted by the eye. 
 
Our faculty of HEARING functions in the very opposite manner: we hear but one sound at a time. We cannot grasp the entire idea at once: we can 
only hear it, sentence by sentence, word by word, syllable by syllable. We cannot see the entire concerto as a whole: we can only hear it, bar by bar, 
note by note. Each of these particulars is virtually meaningless on its own; we must recreate the idea or the score in our minds, piecing it together bit by 
bit. 

 
Week 46 - EIKEV (Because) – Continued 
Deuteronomy 9–11:25 and John 14:1–31 

 
Let’s begin by reviewing the passage just before, Chapter 8: 

Remember the Lord Your God 
8 “The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and 
possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers. 2 And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has 
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep his commandments or not. 3 And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor 
did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes 
from the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 5 Know then in your 
heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. 6 So you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your 
God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of 
fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of 
olive trees and honey, 9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, 
and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land he 
has given you. 

 
hunger: And He afflicted you, and suffered you to hunger, and fed you with manna... in order to make you know that man does not live by bread 
alone (8:3) 
 

He provided for his maintenance every day, so that he called on him every day.  
 
For forty years, the Children of Israel were sustained by "bread from heaven," instilling in them the recognition that sustenance comes entirely 
from G-d; that no matter how much a person toils to earn his livelihood, he receives no more, and no less, than what has been allotted him from 
Above. 
 
Our sustenance comes from G-d, and that we never receive an iota more or an iota less than what is allotted us from Above. 

 (The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 
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"Bread" 
the word: Man does not live by bread alone, but by the word that proceeds out of the mouth of God does man live (Deuteronomy 
8:3) 
 
At the core of every existence is a Divine utterance, (the word), that created it. 
 
John 6:25-63 
I Am the Bread of Life 
25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, 
but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said 
to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.” 30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the 
manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it 
was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
 
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.  

 
Spiritual Famine in the Last Days 
Matthew 24:12 
12 And because lawlessness (living a life contrary to the Law(the Law: teaching and instruction of the Lord – the Word of God)) 
will be increased, the love of many will grow cold (ex. love of many will grow cold: Godlessness in the Last Days: “But understand this, that in the 
last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5). 
 
Amos 8:11-12  
11 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord God, “when I will send a famine on the land- not a famine of bread, nor a thirst 
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and 
fro, to seek the word of the Lord, but they shall not find it. 

 
8 11 “Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you 
today, 12 lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, 13 and when your herds and flocks multiply 
and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15 who led you through the great and terrifying wilderness, with 
its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you water out of the flinty rock, 16 who fed you 
in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the 
end.17 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 18 You shall remember 
the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is 
this day. 19 And if you forget the Lord your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that 
you shall surely perish. 20 Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the 
voice of the Lord your God. 
 

in the wilderness: Who led you through that great and terrible desert... [a place of] thirst where there is no water (8:15) 
 

The last generation of the Galut (exile) is the "generation of the desert". 
 
Indeed, ours is a generation of "thirst without water." It is a generation that thirsts for the truth, thirsts for meaning and purpose in life. But the 
water to quench this thirst, the knowledge to address the why and how of existence, is elusive to them, sealed behind barriers of ignorance and 
alienation. 
 
But the thirst is there, awaiting satisfaction. Ours is a generation prepared to drink, if only they would be provided with the water they know not where 
to seek. 

 (from an address by the Lubavitcher Rebbe, summer of 1957) 
 

The Woman at the Well 
John 4:1-42 

Tell the Story . . . . There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." For His disciples had gone away into the city 
to buy food. The Samaritan woman therefore said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?" (For 
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' 
you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." She said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; 
where then do You get that living water? "You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his 
sons, and his cattle?" Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." The woman said to Him, 
"Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty, nor come all the way here to draw." . . . continue Telling the Story . . . . The woman said to Him, "I 
know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you 
am He." 
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Not Because of Righteousness 
9 “Hear, O Israel: you are to cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than you, cities great and 
fortified up to heaven, 2 a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you have heard it said, ‘Who can 
stand before the sons of Anak?’ 3 Know therefore today that he who goes over before you as a consuming fire is the Lord your God. He 
will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them out and make them perish quickly, as the Lord has promised you. 
 

burned with fire: For G-d your G-d . . . is a consuming fire (9:3) 
 

G-dliness is a blazing flame; Torah study and prayer requires a flaming heart.  Between coldness and heresy stands an extremely thin wall. 
(Rabby Shalom DovBer of Lubavitch) 

 

9 4 “Do not say in your heart, after the Lord your God has thrust them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the Lord has 
brought me in to possess this land,’ whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is driving them out before 
you. 5 Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because of the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord your God is driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm the word that the Lord swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
 
 6 “Know, therefore, that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a 
stubborn people.7 Remember and do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness. From the day you came 
out of the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. 8 Even at Horeb you provoked the Lord to 
wrath, and the Lord was so angry with you that he was ready to destroy you. 9 When I went up the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, 
the tablets of the covenant that the Lord made with you, I remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor 
drank water.  
 
10 And the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and on them were all the words that the Lord had spoken 
with you on the mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly.  
 

WRITTEN WITH THE FINGER OF GOD - ex. Deuteronomy 30:11-20, “If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his 
rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you,” statutes: Divine law was first given to us encapsulated in 
the Ten Commandments, which were etched by the hand of God in two tablets of stone . . . When something is written, the substance of 
the letters that express it – the ink – remains a separate entity from the substance upon which they have been set – the parchment.  On the 
other hand, letters engraved in stone are forged in it: the words are stone and the stone is words . . . By the same token, there is an aspect 
of Torah that is “inked” on our soul; we understand it, our emotions are roused by it; it becomes our “lifestyle” or even our “personality”; 
but it remains something additional to ourselves.  But there is a dimension of Torah that is statutes, engrave in our being.  There is a 
dimension of Torah which expresses a bond with G-d that is the very essence of a believers soul (ex. Exodus 31:18, Exodus 32:16, 
Jeremiah 31:33, 2 Corinthians 3:3-9).  

 

2 Corinthians 3:3-9  
3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts. 
 

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, 
but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
 

7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face because of its 
glory, which was being brought to an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if there was glory in the ministry of 
condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 

 

9 11 And at the end of forty days and forty nights the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant.12 Then the Lord said 
to me, ‘Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people whom you have brought from Egypt have acted corruptly. They have turned 
aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them; they have made themselves a metal image.’ 
 
The Golden Calf 
13 “Furthermore, the Lord said to me, ‘I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stubborn people. 14 Let me alone, that I may destroy them 
and blot out their name from under heaven. And I will make of you a nation mightier and greater than they.’15 So I turned and came down 
from the mountain, and the mountain was burning with fire. And the two tablets of the covenant were in my two hands. 16 And I looked, 
and behold, you had sinned against the Lord your God. You had made yourselves a golden calf. You had turned aside quickly from the way 
that the Lord had commanded you. 17 So I took hold of the two tablets and threw them out of my two hands and broke them before your 
eyes. 18 Then I lay prostrate before the Lord as before, forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of all the sin 
that you had committed, in doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke him to anger. 19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot 
displeasure that the Lord bore against you, so that he was ready to destroy you. But the Lord listened to me that time also. 20 And 
the Lord was so angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him. And I prayed for Aaron also at the same time. 21 Then I took the sinful 
thing, the calf that you had made, and burned it with fire and crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as dust. And I threw the 
dust of it into the brook that ran down from the mountain. 
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The Golden Calf 
The Calf was the Egyptian’s gods version of Moses, the mediator between God and man, which the Israelites had requested and God had 
permitted at Mount Saini found here in Deuteronomy 9:13-29, Exodus 20:18-21, Exodus 32, Deuteronomy 5:22-33, Deuteronomy 9:9-
12.  It was the fear of the people of Israel that Moses had perished in the presence of God and they no longer had anyone to guide them 
through the wilderness.  
 

Deuteronomy 5:22-33 (& Exodus 20:18-21) 
22 “These words the Lord spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, 
with a loud voice; and he added no more. And he wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.23 And as soon as you heard 
the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes, 
and your elders. 24 And you said, ‘Behold, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard his voice out of 
the midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with man, and man still live. 25 Now therefore why should we die? For this 
great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of the Lord our God any more, we shall die. 26 For who is there of all flesh, that has 
heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we have, and has still lived? 27 Go near and hear all that 
the Lord our God will say, and speak to us all that the Lord our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.’ 
28 “And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the Lord said to me, ‘I have heard the words of this people, which 
they have spoken to you. They are right in all that they have spoken. 29 Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to 
keep all my commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants[a] forever! 30 Go and say to them, “Return to 
your tents.” 31 But you, stand here by me, and I will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and the rules that you shall teach 
them, that they may do them in the land that I am giving them to possess.’ 32 You shall be careful therefore to do as the Lord your God 
has commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33 You shall walk in all the way that the Lord your God 
has commanded you, that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land that you shall possess. 

 
Aaron’s Motivation and the People’s Request 
It is unlikely that Aaron intended the calf to represent another deity, since he proclaimed a festival in honor of YHVH [God] when he finished 
making it (Exodus 32:5). At first glance the people’s declaration, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt” (Exodus 
32:4), seems to imply that they took it as a depiction of YHVH. 
 
But in their request to Aaron to make them a god, they explained that they wanted a god to lead them because they did not know what had become 
of Moses, who led them out of Egypt (Exodus 32:1). This seems to imply that they wanted the calf to replace Moses, apparently in his role as 
mediator of YHVH’s presence to the people. 
 
In other words, they did not intend the calf to depict YHVH but to function as the conduit of His presence among them, as Moses had functioned 
previously. Many scholars believe that the calf did so by serving as the pedestal or mount on which YHVH was invisibly present, as did the cherubs 
in the Holy of Holies. This conception of the calf is illustrated by ancient images of a god standing on the back of a bull or another animal. 
 
According to this interpretation, the declaration “This is your god” is not an exact quotation of what the people said at the time, but a paraphrase of 
their words based on hindsight, reflecting the way they ultimately treated the statue. In any case, it is clear from (Exodus 32:8) that even if Aaron or 
the people had legitimate intentions, the people immediately fell to worshiping the calf and violated the Decalogue’s prohibition against worshiping 
idols. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-golden-calf/ 
 
9 22 “At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked the Lord to wrath. 23 And when the Lord sent you from 
Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and take possession of the land that I have given you,’ then you rebelled against the commandment of 
the Lord your God and did not believe him or obey his voice.24 You have been rebellious against the Lord from the day that I knew you. 
25 “So I lay prostrate before the Lord for these forty days and forty nights, because the Lord had said he would destroy you. 26 And 
I prayed to the Lord, ‘O Lord God, do not destroy your people and your heritage, whom you have redeemed through your 
greatness, whom you have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand.27 Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do 
not regard the stubbornness of this people, or their wickedness or their sin, 28 lest the land from which you brought us 
say, “Because the Lord was not able to bring them into the land that he promised them, and because he hated them, he has brought 
them out to put them to death in the wilderness.” 29 For they are your people and your heritage, whom you brought out by your 
great power and by your outstretched arm.’ 
 

third 40 days: And I stayed in the mountain, like the first [forty] days , forty days and forty nights (10:10) 
 

Just like the first 40 days, to receive the First Tablets, were with good will, so were these the 3rd 40 days, to receive the Second Tablets with good will; 
but the middle 40 days, in which that I stood [on the mountain] to pray for you, were in anger. (Rashi) 

 
New Tablets of Stone 
10 “At that time the Lord said to me, ‘Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and come up to me on the mountain and make an 
ark of wood. 2 And I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets that you broke, and you shall put them in the ark.’ 3 So 
I made an ark of acacia wood, and cut two tablets of stone like the first, and went up the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4 And he 
wrote on the tablets, in the same writing as before, the Ten Commandments[f] that the Lord had spoken to you on the mountain out of the 
midst of the fire on the day of the assembly. And the Lord gave them to me. 5 Then I turned and came down from the mountain and put the 
tablets in the ark that I had made. And there they are, as the Lord commanded me.” 
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6 (The people of Israel journeyed from Beeroth Bene-jaakan[g] to Moserah. There Aaron died, and there he was buried. And his son Eleazar 
ministered as priest in his place. 7 From there they journeyed to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land with brooks of 
water. 8 At that time the Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord to stand before the Lord to minister to 
him and to bless in his name, to this day. 9 Therefore Levi has no portion or inheritance with his brothers. The Lord is his inheritance, as 
the Lordyour God said to him.) 
 
10 “I myself stayed on the mountain, as at the first time, forty days and forty nights, and the Lord listened to me that time also. 
The Lord was unwilling to destroy you.11 And the Lord said to me, ‘Arise, go on your journey at the head of the people, so that they may go 
in and possess the land, which I swore to their fathers to give them.’ 
 
Circumcise Your Heart 
10 12 “And now, Israel, WHAT DOES THE LORD  YOUR GOD REQUIRE OF YOU, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all 
his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart (heart - inner man, comprehending mind, affections and will, courage, 
“hearts like his heart”) and with all your soul (soul - desire, passion, pleasure, appetite, emotion, feelings), 13 and to keep the commandments and 
statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today FOR YOUR GOOD? 14 Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the 
heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. 15 Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, 
you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16 CIRCUMCISE therefore the foreskin of YOUR HEART, and be no longer stubborn.  

 
Galatians 5  
Christ Has Set Us Free 
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
2 Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept CIRCUMCISION, Christ will be of no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who accepts 
CIRCUMCISION that he is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen 
away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love. 
 
7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens (leaven = 
teaching (good/bad)) the whole lump.10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who is troubling you will bear the 
penalty, whoever he is. 11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been 
removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate (or cut off their private parts – ex. Deuteronomy 23:1) themselves! 
 
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not 
consumed by one another. 
 
Keep in Step with the Spirit 
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of 
the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law (law – referring to a specific law and not the entirety of the Law.  In context, this law would be referring to the law 
of Circumcision for Salvation, as referenced to in verses 2-6 of this same Chapter.).19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality,20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things 
like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
In the same light, we must see some of Paul’s other teaching on “individual laws” and “the Law” in his other letters to the church, in addition 
to one of Paul’s most influential mentors, Jesus, which follows bellow: 
 

1 Corinthians 7:19  
19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 
 
Galatians 3:21  
21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed 
be by the law. 
 
Romans 2:13  
13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 
 
Romans 3:30-31  
30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? 
By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
 
Matthew 7:21-27 
I Never Knew You 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On 
that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 
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Build Your House on the Rock 
24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
 
Galatians 3:6-9  
6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”? 
7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify[a] the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith. 
 

Romans 11:11-24 
Gentiles Grafted In 

11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to 
make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will 
their full inclusion mean! 
 
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my 
fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean 
but life from the dead? 16 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 
 
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the 
nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 DO NOT BE ARROGANT TOWARD THE BRANCES. IF YOU ARE, REMEMBER IT IS NOT YOU 
WHO SUPORT THE ROOD, BUT THE ROOT SUPPORTS YOU. 19 Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be 
grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, 
but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: 
severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut 
off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you 
were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the 
natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. 
 
Abraham was the first Hebrew (one who crosses over, from the teaching of this World to the teaching of God’s Kingdom) and both the Jewish 
people and the Church of Jesus Christ are the seed of Abraham. "Also, if you belong to the Messiah, you are seed of Abraham and heirs 
according to the promise." Gal. 3:29. Looking at Gal 3:8, he was the first Christian (believer of the same gospel), being preached to by 
God Himself. 

 

"Listen to Me, O pursuers of righteousness, O seekers of Hashem:  
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and at the hollow of the pit from which you were dug;  

look to Abraham your forefather and to Sarah who bore you,  
for when he was yet one alone did I summon him and bless him and make him many" 

Isaiah 51:1-2  
 

"Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and ALL NATIONS ON EARTH 
be blessed through him." Genesis 18:18 

 
Naturally speaking, one tree produces one kind of fruit Genesis 1:12, “The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to 
their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” 
 
But Sam Van Aken of Syracuse University overrode the natural when he grew forty different kinds of fruit on a single tree. 
  
He did this through a natural process called tree grafting in which, a branch from an orange tree, for example, is transplanted (grafted) onto 
another tree, like an apple or an olive tree 
  
If successfully grafted, the olive tree accepts the orange tree branch as one of its own; the root of the olive tree is now nourishing the 
orange tree branch just as it nourishes its own natural olive branches. 
 
It is no wonder that the Jewish Rabbi Shaul (better known as Paul), used this agricultural marvel as a metaphor in which branches of wild olive 
trees are grafted into a cultivated olive tree to demonstrate a profound lesson for all Believers in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). 
  
Yet, if you ask Christians from any of the over thrity-five thousand different Christian denominations around the world what Paul’s tree and 
branches represent, you will get different answers. 
  
What Does Paul’s Tree Really Represent? 
  
It appears that Paul’s grafting metaphor was somewhat similar to the teaching of an influential sage of his day by the name of Rabbi Eleazar ben 
Shammua. 
  
Rabbi Eleazar pondered how it could be possible that in Abraham “all the families of the earth shall be blessed [nivrechu].”  (Genesis 12:3)  
  

He came up with the answer:  by grafting them into the faith of Abraham. 
  
Eleazar likely came to this conclusion using a Jewish form of interpretation called drash. 
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He reasoned: The Hebrew word used here for blessed is nivrechu.  This is a unique form of the verb “to bless” found in Genesis 12:3 and 18:18. 
 
The root of bless in Hebrew is barach.  However, sages relate nivrechu to a different verb mavrich, which means grafted!  
  
Why do they relate one word to a different word?  When interpreting Scripture with drash, Rabbis would often take a word from Scripture 
and replace it with another word with a similar root or identical numeric value to illustrate a point or idea. 
  
Rabbi Eleazar no doubt used this method, and he expected that the entire earth would one day be blessed by being grafted onto Abraham.  His 
words are recorded four centuries later in the Talmud (Jewish commentaries): “What is meant by the text, ‘And in thee shall the families of the 
earth be blessed?’ 
  

“The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Abraham, 'I have two goodly shoots to engraft on you:  Ruth the Moabitess and Naamah the 
Ammonitess.'  All the families of the earth, even the other families who live on the earth are blessed only for Israel's sake.  All the 
nations of the earth, even the ships that go from Gaul to Spain are blessed only for Israel's sake.”  (Babylonian Talmud Yevamot 63a) 
  
Rabbi Eleazar’s idea is not unique.  Ever since God took Abraham out of the land of Babylon to become a father of many nations, 
non-Jewish people have been accepted (grafted) into the faith of Abraham.  

  
Here are some of these “grafted in” Gentiles: 

◦ The Gentile males of Abraham’s household (Genesis 17:27); 
◦ Egyptians and other foreigners who came out of Egypt with the Israelites (Exodus 12:37–38); 
◦ Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses (Exodus 18:9–12); 
◦ Ruth, the Moabite widow, who became the great grandmother of King David (Ruth 1:16); and 
◦ Naamah the Ammonite, the wife of King Solomon (1 Kings 14:21–31; 2 Chronicles 12:13) 

 
To be grafted into the faith of Abraham is to become one with his identity as a HEBREW (one who crosses over, from the teaching of this 
World to the teaching of God’s Kingdom), including the covenants God made with Him and His descendants. His “covenant” descendants 
became the Jewish People and the nation of Israel. 
  
So, we can say that the cultivated olive tree comprises those in the nation of Israel who hold fast to the faith of Abraham—those who have 
faith in the God of Abraham and are part of His kingdom. 
 
Grafting in Wild Branches: Gentiles 
  
“Some of these branches from Abraham's tree―some of the people of Israel―have been broken off.  And you Gentiles, who were branches from 
a wild olive tree, have been grafted in.  So now you also receive the blessing God has promised Abraham and His children, sharing in the rich 
nourishment from the root of God's special olive tree.”  (Romans 11:17 NLT) 
  
How does a non-Jewish person who grew up on a wild olive tree become grafted into Abraham’s cultivated olive tree? 
  
To this day, the Jewish People believe the method is legal rabbinic conversion (for males, this requires circumcision) and observance of 
Judaism. 
  
For Paul and the apostles, it required faith in and obedience to Messiah Yeshua (Jesus), who is the Word of God. 
  
Paul explained to the Gentiles in Ephesus how they were once far away from the faith, but through Yeshua (Jesus) they have been brought near: 
  

“You were separate from Messiah, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 
without hope and without God in the world.  But now in Messiah Yeshua, you who once were far away have been 

brought near by the blood of Messiah.” Ephesians 2:12–13 
  
Paul does not literally mean citizenship of a country; he is speaking in “spiritual terms.” 
  
Citizenship in Israel is a spiritual commitment to believe in the God of Abraham and hold fast to his faith by living out the Scriptures entrusted to 
the Jewish People. 
  
In a practical way, this means celebrating the Jewish Biblical festivals as the first Christians (Gentiles grafted in) did for the first 300 years of 
Christianity (Some Rabbis today will say that they will know one is of the 10 Lost Tribes of Israel by their practice of Keeping the Sabbath, 
Keeping the Feasts, Keeping the Commandments/Torah, and a love for the Jews, the Land of Israel, and desire to support and return to the 
Land). 
  
And it means respecting God’s Chosen People. 
 
Pruning Gentile Branches 
  
When grafting different species into a tree, arborists have to keep watch that some stronger grafts do not overgrow the weaker ones.  Such 
branches that cause weaknesses to other parts of the tree are pruned back or cut off. 
  
This is why Paul warned the newly grafted Gentile branches that they could be pruned: 
 
“Consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. … Do not be arrogant…. For if God did not spare the natural branches, 
He will not spare you, either.”  (Romans 11:17-21) 
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Many Gentile Believers over the past 2,000 years have been very arrogant, fueling severe persecution of the Jewish People with many forms of 
anti-Semitism. 
 
The 16th century Catholic theologian, priest, and reformer Martin Luther, for instance, spoke respectfully of the Jewish people while he tried to 
“convert them.”  But, alas, he had no success. 
  
In his later life, he spurred on existing anti-Semitism within “the Church” by promoting violence against the Jews, the torching of their 
synagogues, and writing the book that Adolf Hitler would use as a foundation stone for his “Final Solution” to exterminate the Jews: On the Jews 
and Their Lies (1543). 
  
Before Martin Luther came on the scene, the Catholic Church was already killing millions of Jews in the Spanish Inquisition and widespread 
massacres, in the name of Christ. 
  

That is the main reason why Jewish People cringe and resist the Gospel message when they hear the name, Jesus. 
  
They view Jesus and Christianity as the enemy because half of the Jewish people in the last 2,000 years were wiped out “in the name of Christ.” 
 
Though Pope Francis has denounced anti-Semitism and encouraged congregants to learn about the Jewish roots of their faith, many in Catholic 
as well as Protestant churches still hold prideful thoughts, believing they are now the chosen people because Jewish people have not accepted 
Jesus—a belief called Replacement Theology. 
  
Yet, ever since the time of Jesus and the first century Jewish Believers, several thousand Jewish People have believed in Him, though a small 
number to be sure.  Today, approximately 97% of the Jewish people worldwide and 99.9% of the Jewish people in Israel do not believe in Jesus 
as their Messiah. 
  
However, every day, more of them are hearing about Jesus, whose Jewish name is Yeshua (Salvation), the Jewish Messiah.  Some come to faith 
and are re-grafted into their own olive tree. 
 
Regrafting Natural Jewish Branches:  The Jewish People 
  
Quite often, when a Jewish person comes to believe in Yeshua as Messiah, Gentile Believers say that he or she has “converted” to Christianity, 
or that they are a “converted” Jew.  But how can this be? 
  
The Jewish Believer in Yeshua (Jesus) has always been the natural branch.  Those who have not believed and now do believe are “grafted back 
into their own olive tree,” as Paul says: 
  
“For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will 
these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.”  (Romans 11:24) 
  
It is the Gentiles (non-Jews) who are the “wild” branches and must always be grafted into the cultivated olive tree of the Abrahamic faith. 
  
Remember that Christianity evolved over the past 2,000 years as a manmade religion with several thousand Christian denominations 
worldwide.  However, it originated with the faith of Abraham and the Word of God given to the Jewish People, which pointed to the Jewish 
Messiah Yeshua (Jesus), and He shows us all how to become a part of the kingdom of God. 
  
God welcomes the Gentiles to come into His kingdom. 
 
So, Jews don’t convert to anything when they follow Yeshua, their Messiah, nor have they changed their God-given responsibility to His 
covenants.  They simply become restored through teshuvah, which means repentance or returning to their original source of life—the Word of 
God. 
  
His Word throughout the Hebrew Scriptures points to Messiah and to the faith of the covenants God made with the Jewish people through 
Abraham, Moses, and David. 
  
Even in the Brit Chadashah (New Testament), the Greek word that is sometimes translated as "convert" is epistrephó, which means to 
turn back. 
  

It was this turning back that Yeshua earnestly proclaimed throughout Israel: 
 

“Repent [turn back], for the Kingdom of heaven has drawn near.”  (Matthew 3:2) 
 

Genesis 45  
Joseph Provides for His Brothers and Family 
Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him 
when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard 
it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his 
presence. 
 
4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And 



Week 46 - EIKEV (Because) 
Deuteronomy 9–11:25 and  John 14:1–31 

SIGHT and HEARING 

Page 12 of 14 
 

God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent 
me here, but God.  
 
On Becoming Holy Branches 
  
Once a grafted branch is growing on the tree, the sap of the common root nourishes it along with the original olive branches—Jew and Gentile 
are now growing together as one. 
  
Since the root of the tree is holy, the branches are supposed to be holy, too (Romans 11:16). 
  
Yet, we all know of people who say they are connected to this holy root, but they don’t seem holy.  So how do we know that we, as branches 
(either grafted in or natural), are truly holy? 
  
If we stay firmly committed to serving the God of Abraham, rely on His Ruach (Spirit), and cling to our Messiah Yeshua as our salvation, Paul 
says we will produce sweet healthy fruit, demonstrated in our lives as “love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.”  (Galatians 5:22–23) 

Messianic Bible - Bibles For Israel 
 

10 17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and 
takes no bribe. 18 He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing.19 Love the 
sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.20 You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold 
fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying 
things that your eyes have seen. 22 Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, (69 + 1 – “+1” Moses’ Mother; the deliver’s mother was 
born before God’s people even set foot into Egypt (Genesis 46:26-27), their bondage of 210 years) and now the Lord your God has made you as 
numerous as the stars of heaven. 
 
Love and Serve the Lord 
11 1 “YOU SHALL therefore love the Lord your God and KEEP HIS charge, his statutes, his rules, and HIS COMMANDMENTS 
ALWAYS. 2 And consider today (since I am not speaking to your children who have not known or seen it), CONSIDER THE 
DISCIPLINE (instruction) of the Lord your God, his greatness, his mighty hand and his outstretched arm,3 his signs and his deeds 
that he did in Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all his land, 4 and what he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and to their 
chariots, how he made the water of the Red Sea flow over them as they pursued after you, and how the Lord has destroyed them to this 
day, 5 and what he did to you in the wilderness, until you came to this place, 6 and what he did to Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, son 
of Reuben, how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households, their tents, and every living thing that followed 
them, in the midst of all Israel. 7 For your eyes have seen all the great work of the Lord that he did. 
 
8 “YOU SHALL therefore KEEP THE WHOLE COMMANDMENT THAT I COMMAND YOU today, that you may be strong, 
and go in and take possession of the land that you are going over to possess, 9 and that you may live long in the land that 
the Lord swore to your fathers to give to them and to their offspring, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 For the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and irrigated 
it, like a garden of vegetables. 11 But the land that you are going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water by 
the rain from heaven,12 a land that the Lord your God cares for. The eyes of the Lord your God are always upon it, from the 
beginning of the year to the end of the year (continuously). 
 

40-Year Lesson: For the land... is not as the land of Egypt.. where you did sow your seed, and did water it by foot, like a vegetable garden... [rather] it 
drinks water of the rain of heaven (11:10-11) 
 

"Rain" represents the reciprocal relationship between heaven and earth. "A vapor rises from the earth" to the heavens, and the heavens return it as rain 
which "quenches the face of the land" (Genesis 2:6). This represents the spiritual truth that "an arousal from below evokes an arousal from above" -- 
that G-d responds to the efforts of man, reciprocating our prayers, yearnings and deeds with nurture from Above. 
 
This is the doctrine of the rain-watered land. Egypt, however, was nourished not by descending rain but by the overflow of the Nile, which would 
periodically flood the land. The spiritual "Egyptian" is one who does not recognize the Heavenly source of the blessings of life. He believes that all is 
generated from below -- that everything he has and has achieved is of his own making. 
 
The people of Israel had been subjected to the Egyptian mentality for four generations. Thus they had to spend 40 years in the desert during which they 
were subjected to a diametrically opposite set of circumstance, in which one's daily bread descends from heaven and one's own efforts have no effect 
on the result. Only after this lesson in the true source of life could they enter the Land that "drinks water of the rain of heaven" -where man's efforts are 
crucial and significant, yet are permeated with a recognition of, and dependence upon, the true Source of All. 

(The Chassidic Masters) 
 

THE PROMISE OF ENTERING HIS REST STILL STANDS  
Hebrews 4  
Therefore, while the promise of ENTERING HIS REST still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good 
news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 3 For 
we who have believed ENTER THAT REST, as he has said, 

“As I swore in my wrath, 
‘They shall not enter my rest,’” 

 

although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God RESTED 
on the seventh day from all his works.” 5 And again in this passage he said, 
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 “They shall not enter my rest.” 
 

6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he 
appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, 

 

 “Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts.” 

 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9 So then, THERE REMAINS A SABBATH REST for the 
people of God, 10 FOR WHOEVER HAS ENTERED GOD’S REST HAS ALSO RESTED FROM HIS WORKS AS GOD DID HIS. 
 
11 LET US THEREFORE STRIVE TO ENTER THAT REST, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. 12 For the word of God 
is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must 
give account. 

 

Isaiah 66:22-23 
Final Judgment and Glory of the Lord  
22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the Lord, so shall your offspring and your name remain. 23 From 
new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the Lord.”  

 
11 13 “And IF YOU WILL INDEED OBEY MY COMMANDMENTS that I command you today, to love the Lord your God, and to 
serve him with all your heart and with all your soul,14 he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later 
rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil.  
 

Zechariah 14:16-19 

16 “Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, 
and to keep the Feast of Booths. 17 And if any of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, there 
will be no rain on them.18 And if the family of Egypt does not go up and present themselves, then on them there shall be no rain; there shall be the 
plague with which the Lord afflicts the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths. 19 This shall be the punishment to Egypt and the 
punishment to all the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths.”  

 
 15 And he will give grass in your fields for your livestock, and you shall eat and be full. 16 Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you 
turn aside and serve other gods and worship them; 17 then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and he will shut up the heavens, 
so that there will be no rain, and the land will yield no fruit, and you will perish quickly off the good land that the Lord is giving you. 
 
18 “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand 
(hand: keep, to do, commit without any delay), and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes (between your eyes: of judging, knowing, teaching, 
of a covenant or sign). 19 You shall teach them to your children (your disciples/students – “make disciples”), talking of them when you are 
sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 20 You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that 
the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth. 22 For if you will be careful to do all this 
commandment that I command you to do, loving the Lord your God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him,  
 

walking in all his ways (11:22) 
 

Isaiah 58 – True Fasting 
“Is not this the fast that I choose: 
    to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
    to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed[b] go free, 
    and to break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, 
    and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up speedily; 
your righteousness shall go before you; 
    the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
    you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ 
If you take away the yoke from your midst, 
    the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, 
10 if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy  
the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the  
darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 

 
11 23 then the Lord will drive out all these nations before you, and you will dispossess nations greater and mightier than 
you.24 Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours. Your territory shall be from the wilderness to[k] the Lebanon and 
from the River, the river Euphrates, to the western sea. 25 No one shall be able to stand against you. The Lord your God will lay the fear 
of you and the dread of you on all the land that you shall tread, as he promised you. 

11 And the Lord will guide you continually 
    and satisfy your desire in scorched places 
    and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
    like a spring of water, 
    whose waters do not fail. 
12 And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
    you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
    the restorer of streets to dwell in. 
13 “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, 
    from doing your pleasure[c] on my holy day, 
and call the Sabbath a delight 
    and the holy day of the Lord honorable; 
if you honor it, not going your own ways, 
    or seeking your own pleasure,[d] or talking idly;[e] 
14 then you shall take delight in the Lord, 
    and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth;[f] 
I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
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26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27 the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which 
I command you today,28 and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the way that I am 
commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known. 29 And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that you 
are entering to take possession of it, you shall set the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal.  
 

Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse… And it will be, when the L-rd, your G-d, will bring you to the land to which you come, to possess 
it, that you shall place those blessing upon Mount Gerizim, and those cursing upon Mount Ebal. (Deuteronomy 11:26, 29) 
 

In this mysterious ritual, Moses instructs the people that when they finally enter the Land, they are to pronounce blessings at Mount Gerizim, and 
curses at neighboring Mount Ebal. The Priests and Levites were to stand in the valley between the mountains. Six tribes were to stand on Mt. Gerizim 
and the six remaining tribes on Mt. Ebal. As the Levites called out a series of blessings and curses, the tribes on the mountains answered "amen" after 
each statement. We are told that Gerizim was fertile and lush with greenery and Ebal was a barren, bleak rock. 
 
There is a striking contrast between the mountains. Mount Gerizim is covered with fruitful terraces, blesses with life, celebration and joy. Vertical rays 
of light flow down, bringing blessings and peace. On the other side, Mount Ebal is arid, dark brown and barren. It looks dead, with no descending 
blessings.  
 
It is taught that when we are aligned with goodness, goodness flows down on the mount of blessing, while the other mountain, the mount of curses, 
absorbs the murky blight of our misdeeds.  

By Yoram Raanan 
 

11 30 Are they not beyond the Jordan, west of the road, toward the going down of the sun, in the land of the Canaanites who live in 
the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, beside the oak[l] of Moreh? 31 For you are to cross over the Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. And when you possess it and live in it, 32 you shall be careful to do all the statutes and the rules that I am 
setting before you today. 
 
Final Word: 

Prophetic word from Intercessory Prayer meeting 8/13/19: 
 

O Shepherds, you point out the sin of your cultures in redefining their sexuality, yet how is your sin different from theirs when you 
redefine your own identity in changing My laws and rewriting My Word? Shame shall be your name if you persist in these your ways. 

But Betrothed, Beautiful, and Redeemed shall be your name if you repent and return to the Lord your God  
and all My ways and commands. 

 
Next Week’s Reading & Location: 
 

Week 47 - Re’eh (See / Behold) 
Deuteronomy 11:26–16:17; Numbers 28:9–15; Isaiah 54:11–55:5; 

Matthew 7:7–29 [Shabbat Rosh Chodesh: Isaiah 66:1–24] 
 


