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Opening Prayer:  
 

Isaiah 51:12-52  
12 “I, I am he who comforts you; 
 
14 He who is bowed down shall speedily be released; 
    he shall not die and go down to the pit, 
    neither shall his bread be lacking. 
 
16 And I have put my words in your mouth 
    and covered you in the shadow of my hand, 
 

22 Thus says your Lord, the Lord, 
    your God who pleads the cause of his people: 
“Behold, I have taken from your hand the cup of staggering; 
the bowl of my wrath you shall drink no more; 
 
23 and I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, 
    who have said to you, ‘Bow down, that we may pass over’; 
     
 

 
Last Week We Talked About: 

 

 “Reclaiming the Blessing” 
 

Week 47 - Re’eh (See / Behold) 
Deuteronomy 11:26–16:17; Numbers 28:9–15; Isaiah 54:11–55:5; Matthew 7:7–29 [Shabbat Rosh Chodesh: Isaiah 66:1–24] 

 
It was in last week’s reading that the children of Israel were standing poised to cross over into the Jordan, God sets before the people two 
separate and distinct directions: a way of blessing if they choose to obey God’s commandments and a way of cursing if they choose 
to walk in disobedience to those laws.  

 

Upon their entry into the Holy Land, the people of Israel are instructed to  
Reclaim the Blessing. 

 
Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17  

26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27 the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God, 
which I command you today,28 and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the way 
that I am commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known. 29 And when the Lord your God brings you into the 
land that you are entering to take possession of it, you shall set the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. . . . .  
31 For you are to cross over the Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you. And when you 
possess it and live in it, 32 you shall be careful to do all the statutes and the rules that I am setting before you today. 
 

In this mysterious ritual, Moses instructs the people that when they finally enter the Land, they are to pronounce blessings at Mount Gerizim, and 
curses at neighboring Mount Ebal. The Priests and Levites were to stand in the valley between the mountains. Six tribes were to stand on Mt. 
Gerizim and the six remaining tribes on Mt. Ebal. As the Levites called out a series of blessings and curses, the tribes on the mountains answered 
"amen" after each statement. We are told that Gerizim was fertile and lush with greenery and Ebal was a barren, bleak rock. 
 
There is a striking contrast between the mountains. Mount Gerizim is covered with fruitful terraces, blesses with life, celebration and joy. Vertical rays 
of light flow down, bringing blessings and peace. On the other side, Mount Ebal is arid, dark brown and barren. It looks dead, with no descending 
blessings.  
 
It is taught that when we are aligned with goodness, goodness flows down on the mount of blessing, while the other mountain, the mount of curses, 
absorbs the murky blight of our misdeeds.  

By Yoram Raanan 
  
The Application here is for each one of us to properly and thoughtfully deal with each one of our Actions, as one may fall in 
alignment with God’s Word and another Action against God’s Word, including the Words/Actions Spoken/Done against us, 
by Agreeing with them either to be Blessed by God (on Mount Gerizim) or Cursed/Dead by God (on Mount Ebal), and no longer not 
recognizing or operating in the Blessings that God has spoken into our lives, or not properly cancelling the Curses 
Spoken/Done against us, and rather carrying them around unresolved, and continuing to wreck our lives. 

 
Today each one of us are being given this same choice to FOLLOW Him or not; in fact, the entire direction of our 

lives depends on which path we choose - the path of the blessing or of the curse. 
  

and you have made your back like the ground 
    and like the street for them to pass over.” 
 
The Lord's Coming Salvation 
52 Awake, awake, 
    put on your strength, O Zion; 
put on your beautiful garments, 
    O Jerusalem, the holy city; 
for there shall no more come into you 
    the uncircumcised and the unclean. 
2 Shake yourself from the dust and arise; 
    be seated, O Jerusalem; 
loose the bonds from your neck, 
    O captive daughter of Zion. 
3 For thus says the Lord: “You were sold for nothing,  
and you shall be redeemed without money.” 
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Jesus the Messiah also told us of two paths - the narrow path that leads to life - and the broad path that leads to destruction.  Sadly, it 
seems that few choose the narrow path.  Most walk that broad path of destruction. 
  

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because 
narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” Matthew 7:13–14 

 
Ultimately, “We Want to be Where God’s Eyes Are!” 

 
And as a Reminder, Today Begins “The Days of Favor” known as: 

 

 “The King is in the Field” 
 

These 40 days are a time of meeting with the King of Kings - a time to be happy. Which also corresponds to the prophesied Messianic Virgin Birth 
(Isaiah 7:14), Jesus’ Birth (which this year would have fallen on September 7, 2019), and the prophesied Messianic Return (Zechariah 14:1-4, 9), 

Jesus’ Return (which this year would have fallen on September 29th through October 1st, 2019). 
 

It is now the new month of Elul and thousands of Jewish worshipers will flock to Jerusalem’s Western (Wailing) Wall Plaza to recite 
repentant prayers called selichot. 
  
As is traditional, Sephardic Jews will recite these repentant prayers for the entire month of Elul in anticipation of the Jewish High Holy Days also 
known as the Days of Awe, which starts next month on Rosh HaShanah (when the Hebrew New year begins) and ends ten days later at Yom Kippur (the 
Day of Atonement). 
  
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are the most revered days in the Hebrew calendar, when God judges all of mankind. 
  
The month of Elul, therefore, is considered an important period of reflection, introspection, and repentance before those "days of judgment."  
  
To stress the reverential nature of this month, the shofar or ram’s horn is sounded at each morning prayer service during the month of Elul. 
  
Elul and 40 Days of Favor 
  
The first day of Elul also begins the 40-day period of the year referred to as Yemei Ratzon—Days of Favor. 
 

This year, 2019, Elul begins Saturday, August 31st at 6pm, these 40 “Days of Favor”, when “The King is in the Field”, will run until Tuesday, 
October 8th at 6pm (the beginning of Yom Kippur/The Day of Atonement). 

  
According to Jewish tradition, it was during this time that the Lord forgave the People of Israel following the sin of the Golden Calf.   
  
It is during this period that we, therefore, repent and make confessions for our sins up to the 40th day of prayer and fasting (the only Required 
Food Fast Day in all of Scripture) on Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement).   
  
Why 40 days? 
  
These 40 days are linked to when God called to Moses to ascend Mount Sinai on the third of the three different occasions, each time for 40 days. 
  
On the first occasion, Moses received the Torah.  Upon his return, he saw that the people had fallen into sin - the abomination of worshipping the 
Golden Calf.   
  
In anger, he destroyed the two tablets of the law on the 17th of Tammuz and burned the calf the next day.  (Exodus 32:19; Deuteronomy 9:11) 
  
He then ascended the mountain for a second time to plead with God for His forgiveness, returning after 40 days, on the 29th of Av.  (Exodus 32:30–31; 
Deuteronomy 9:18) 
  
On the first of Elul, he ascended the mountain for a third period of 40 days to invoke mercy and complete atonement.  He descended the mountain on 
Tishri 10 or Yom Kippur, with the second set of tablets and the assurance of God’s forgiveness.  (Exodus 34:1, 27–28; Deuteronomy 10:1–5) 
  
This 40-day period, therefore, represents a period of repentance and mercy following the incident of the Golden Calf. 
  
It’s no coincidence that there are 40 days in these “Days of Favor”. 
  
The number 40 has great significance in the Bible; in addition to repentance, it is associated with testing, judgment, renewal, and new beginnings. 
  
Although the Bible does not specifically state that this number is significant, the pattern of 40 is strong in Scripture. 
• Forty days after their arriving at Mount Sinai, God transformed the Jews from a nation of Egyptian slaves to a nation of His people (renewal). 
• For their rebellion, the Israelites wandered for 40 years in the wilderness (judgment). 
• After 40 years of wandering, the next generation entered their Promised Land (new beginning). 

 
We can also see the pattern of judgment, renewal, and new beginning in the 40-day period of rain at the time of the Ark. 
  
This pattern even extends into New Testament:   
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• Jesus was tempted and tested for 40 days and nights.  (Matthew 4:2) 
• He emerged from this testing into a new ministry (new beginning) with a mikvah (immersion) and anointing by the Holy Spirit 

(renewal).  (Matthew 3:16) 
• Jesus spent 40 days between His resurrection (renewal) and ascension into heaven (new beginning).  (Acts 1:3) 

  
The King Is in the Field 
  

"Your procession, God, has come into view, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary." Psalm 68:24 
  
Although Elul is a month of repentance, it is also a time to contemplate God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
  

It is, in essence, a period of renewal – AN OPPORTUNITY TO DRAW CLOSE TO GOD. 
  
Traditionally, this period is considered to be a time when God is accessible, when 
 

 “the King is in the field.” 
  
Rabbis explain that to meet with a king, one must go through “appropriate channels.”  This generally means gaining the approval of a long line of 
bureaucrats before gaining access to the throne room. 
  
As well, one must meticulously prepare for the meeting, including proper dress. 
  

There are, however, times when the king leaves his palace and goes out into the field. 
 

At this time, anyone can approach him, and all usual decorum and bureaucratic requirements are suspended. 
 

During the month of Elul, it is said that God makes Himself accessible in this way. 
  
Because of the King’s presence, more time is spent in Torah study, in more fervent prayer, in greater generosity and giving.   

 
His presence has made the field a holier place.   

  
This is the month in which we are, in a sense, welcomed back as being children of God; we are experiencing an engagement/a meeting/an 
appointment with the Lord of the Universe.  To prepare for this, we need to examine ourselves closely.  Still we have the certainty that God will 
forgive us, no matter what our sins might be.  
  

These 40 days are a time of meeting with the King of Kings—a time to be happy. 
   
Elul and Teshuvah 
  
Elul ends on the Eve of Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year's Eve). 
  

This is a time to pause and consider our ways, to set goals for personal improvement for the coming year. 
  
In fact, the Hebrew root of the word shofar ( רפוש ) is the word shaper ( רפש ) which means to improve. 
  
Sounding the shofar during this month reminds us to look within ourselves to discover what is in need of development, what needs to be renewed, and 
what needs to be let go of.  We can evaluate our achievements and consider where we may have missed the mark.   
  
This process is referred to as teshuvah (repentance – stop doing it our way and start doing it God’s way) or a spiritual return to God, and it is not passive. 
  
For repentance (stop doing it our way and start doing it God’s way) to be effective, we must set aside personal time away from distractions so that we can 
review the year, contemplate our accomplishments, and consider our relationships with others. 
  
We do this because we want to start the New Year fresh and because we know that holding grudges only hurts ourselves.  As the year draws to a close, 
now is the time to rid ourselves of resentments so we can face the New Year with a clean heart.  
  
As Believers, we know that the throne of God is always accessible to us through Jesus.  Yet, we sometimes need a structured time to make right 
what has gone wrong.  So let us take full advantage of these 40 days of favor, sincerely repenting of our sins against others and against God, asking for 
His mercy as we extend mercy to those who have sinned against us.  
  

“Give us our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” Matthew 6:12 
 

“14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 
15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Matthew 6:14-15 

 
As we take these steps to nullify our debts against others and contemplate our own character, now is a good time to draw closer to God and prepare 
for a new beginning through greater dedication to Him and His word, as well as through contemplation of His manifold mercies. 

 

“But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; 
I have made the Lord God my refuge, 

That I may tell of all Your works.” Psalms 73:28 
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“Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 

 
This Week: 

 

 
 “But thanks be to God, who IN MESSIAH ALWAYS LEADS US IN TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION, and 
THROUGH US SPREADS THE FRAGRANCE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM EVERYWHERE.”  

2 Corinthians 2:14 
 
 

“Through Us Spreads the Fragrance of the Knowledge of Him Everywhere” 
 

Week 48 - SHOFTIM (Judges) 
Deuteronomy 16:18–21:9; Isaiah 51:12–52:12; Mark 14:53–64 

  
“Appoint judges [shoftim] and officials [shoftim] for each of your tribes in every town the Lord your God is giving you, and they shall judge 
[shafat] the people fairly [tzedek mishpat / righteous judgment].” Deuteronomy 16:18 
  
Last week, in the Reading Re'eh (See/Behold), God set a blessing and a curse before the Israelites.  The blessing was a result of obeying 
God's commandments and the curse a result of forsaking them. 
  
In this week’s Torah portion, Moses instructed the nation of Israel in the appointing of judges (called shoftim in Hebrew) and law enforcement 
officers (called shotrim) to administer justice.  These judges and officers would not only teach but also interpret the laws of the Torah. 
  
What is the difference between a judge and an officer?  A judge refers to one qualified to deliver judgments according to the laws of 
the Torah.  The officer then enforces these legal judgments, even by force if necessary. 
  
The Hebrew prophet Isaiah promised that there would come a day when judges would be restored as in the days of old:  
 

“I shall restore your judges as at first, and your counselors as at the beginning.” Isaiah 1:26 
  
Although Isaiah mentions the judges, the officers do not appear in this prophecy, but rather “counselors.” 
  
Why will counselors replace the role of officers? 
  
In the days of redemption, when the Messiah returns to rule and reign in righteousness, there will be no need for “enforcers” of the 
Torah. 
  
In the Messianic era, all will have such a deep desire to follow and obey the Lord that only counselors will be needed to explain and clarify 
(not to enforce) the decisions of the judges. 
  
Even today (before that great day of the Lord that is to come) those who are truly in Messiah do not need external coercion to keep 
God’s commandments and judgments. 
  
For when we have been given a new heart and a new spirit, there arises within us a desire to keep God’s laws and commandments, not in a 
spirit of legalism, but out of a heart of love: 
  

“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,  
and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.” Ezekiel 36:27 

  
For those who believe in Jesus but do not observe His commandments in the Torah, the question we need to ask is, “Why not?”  Either the 
person is not truly following Jesus and filled with His Spirit, or they have received and accepted a teaching of false grace which 
erroneously emphasizes freedom from guilt over freedom from sin. 
  
Certainly, Jesus did not pay the ultimate price to set us free from bondage to sin so that we can continue sinning without guilt. 
  

"Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness." 1 John 3:4 
 

“And when he (The Holy Spirit) comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” John 16:8 
 
READ: 
Deuteronomy 16:19-20 
18 “You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns that the Lord your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and 
they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 19 You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality, and you 
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shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous. 20 Justice, and only 
justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 
Pursuing Justice for All 
  
“Do not pervert justice or show partiality.  Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists the words of the 
innocent.” Deuteronomy 16:19 
  
This Week’s Reading warns that judges (or magistrates) are not to show any kind of partiality or favoritism.  They are forbidden from 
accepting a bribe.  It is written that God shows no favoritism but accepts anyone from any nation who fears Him and does what is 
right (Acts 10:34 - Truly I understand that God shows no partiality.”). 
  
Justice has always been a fundamental value of our Faith; therefore, it was to be administered without corruption.  Difficult cases could 
be referred to a higher court, which was called the Sanhedrin in Second Temple times. 
  

"Justice, justice you shall pursue." Deuteronomy 16:20 
  
A thorough investigation of crimes was required, and in order to deliver punishment upon a criminal, a minimum of two credible 
witnesses were required. 
 

 “I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak.” Matthew 12:36  
 

As we shall see, this is why the trial of Jesus the Messiah was completely unjust and contrary to Jewish law — and yet it was God’s will 
that He suffer and die on the execution stake. 
  
Who Killed Jesus? 
  
The question is often asked, “Who killed Jesus?” 
  
Usually, the blame is placed upon the Jews, with accusations of “Christ Killer” fueling the fires of anti-Semitism over the centuries.  But is 
this accusation true? 
 
READ: 
Deuteronomy 19:15-21 
Laws Concerning Witnesses 
15 “A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has 
committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 16 If a malicious witness arises to 
accuse a person of wrongdoing, 17 then both parties to the dispute shall appear before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who are in 
office in those days. 18 The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his brother falsely, 19 then 
you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil[l] from your midst.20 And the rest shall hear and fear, 
and shall never again commit any such evil among you. 21 Your eye shall not pity. It shall be life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot. 
 
To answer that, we only need to look at the record of Jesus’ trial. 
  
Jesus did not receive a trial by jury.  In Jewish law, the judge would hear and evaluate an accusation from two impartial witnesses.  If two 
or three witnesses would agree, the judge would issue a conviction; but in Jesus’ case, the witnesses against Him presented false 
testimony. 
  
“The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but they could find none.  For 
many were giving false testimony against Him, but the testimonies did not agree.” Mark 14:55–56 
  
Because the testimony of the witnesses did not agree, the judges could not convict him. 
  
Thus, the Sanhedrin had no other choice but to ask Yeshua directly if He claimed to be the Messiah, the Son of God — a charge to which 
He confessed, thereby positioning Himself as being guilty of blasphemy, which carried the death penalty. 
  
“Again the high priest questioned Him, ‘Are You the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?’ 
  
“‘I am,’ said Jesus, ‘and all of you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.’ 
  
“Then the high priest tore his robes and said, ‘Why do we still need witnesses?  You have heard the blasphemy!  What is your decision?’ 
  
“And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death.” Mark 14:61–64 
  



Week 48 - SHOFTIM (Judges) - Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9 
“Through Us Spreads the Fragrance of the Knowledge of Him Everywhere” 

 

Page 6 of 11 
 

This interrogation essentially reveals that neither the Jewish Sanhedrin nor the Roman authorities could have killed Jesus without 
His cooperation. 
  
Even some of the Roman soldiers came to believe that Jesus truly was the Son of God. 
  
“When the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they were 
terrified and said, ‘This man really was God’s Son!’” Matthew 27:54 
  
So to answer the question of who killed Jesus, we only need to look at His trial to see that He willingly gave the authorities the 
“confession” they needed to condemn Him to death. 
  
Jesus, however, said that He lay down His life of His own accord — to save us from our sins as the promised Messiah. 
  
He said by His own words, “The reason My Father loves Me is that I lay down My life—only to take it up again.  No one takes it from Me, 
but I lay it down of My own accord.  I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.  This command I received from My 
Father.” John 10:17–18 
  
READ: 
Deuteronomy 17:1-13 
 “You shall not sacrifice to the Lord your God an ox or a sheep in which is a blemish, any defect whatever, for that is an abomination to 
the Lord your God. 
 

2 “If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the Lord your God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil in 
the sight of the Lord your God, in transgressing his covenant, 3 and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun or the 
moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have forbidden, 4 and it is told you and you hear of it, then you shall inquire diligently, and if it 
is true and certain that such an abomination has been done in Israel,5 then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has 
done this evil thing, and you shall stone that man or woman to death with stones. 6 On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses 
the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. 7 The hand of the witnesses 
shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So you shall purge[a] the evil[b] from your midst. 
 
Legal Decisions by Priests and Judges 
8 “If any case arises requiring decision between one kind of homicide and another, one kind of legal right and another, or one kind of 
assault and another, any case within your towns that is too difficult for you, then you shall arise and go up to the place that the Lord your 
God will choose. 9 And you shall come to the Levitical priests and to the judge who is in office in those days, and you shall consult them, 
and they shall declare to you the decision. 10 Then you shall do according to what they declare to you from that place that the Lord will 
choose. And you shall be careful to do according to all that they direct you. 11 According to the instructions that they give you, and 
according to the decision which they pronounce to you, you shall do. You shall not turn aside from the verdict that they declare to you, 
either to the right hand or to the left. 12 The man who acts presumptuously by not obeying the priest who stands to minister there before 
the Lord your God, or the judge, that man shall die. So you shall purge the evil from Israel. 13 And all the people shall hear and fear and not 
act presumptuously again. 
 
Keeping the Nation Holy 
  
“You are to be holy to Me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be My own.” Leviticus 20:26 
  
One purpose God chose a people for Himself was so He could show the world what holiness looks like.   

 

 “Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.” Hebrews 12:14 
 
It is in this Weeks Reading (“Judges”) that God, therefore, forbids the following: 
  
Idolatry 
  
In the 17th chapter of Deuteronomy, God prohibits idolatry.  Anyone found guilty of this crime would be stoned to death according to the 
laws of the Torah upon the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
  
“On the testimony of two or three witnesses a person is to be put to death, but no one is to be put to death on the testimony of only one 
witness.” Deuteronomy 17:6 
  
Why were such harsh penalties in place for worshiping false gods? 
  
Although in our day, there exists a great emphasis on human rights and free choice, God's law is concerned with preserving purity and 
Godliness. 
  
By purging evil from the nation, holiness was protected. 
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“The hands of the witnesses must be the first in putting that person to death, and then the hands of all the people.  You must purge the evil 
from among you.” Deuteronomy 17:7 
 
READ: 
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 
Abominable Practices 
9 “When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those 
nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering,[h]anyone who practices divination 
or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer11 or a charmer or a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires of the dead,12 for 
whoever does these things is an abomination to the Lord. And because of these abominations the Lord your God is driving them out before 
you. 13 You shall be blameless before the Lord your God, 14 for these nations, which you are about to dispossess, listen to fortune-tellers and 
to diviners. But as for you, the Lord your God has not allowed you to do this. 
  
The Occult 
  
All forms of occult practices also carried the death penalty. 
  
These included many spiritual practices that are commonplace today and for the most part widely accepted: sorcery, divination, fortune 
telling, astrology, wizardry, and listening to psychics, mediums or those who act as a channel for spirits of the dead. 
 

Illustration: Young Woman reached out to one of my co-workers regarding Spirits that were asking her to have sex with them.  He had 
a little knowledge of Spiritual Warfare and asked her the Open Door, and found it was Tarot Cards and the spirits were capitalizing on 
her promiscuity. (the co-worker plays “The Gathering” – A 20 Million Member Magic Game; and Deliverance of White Witch). 
 
“We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every IMAGINATION (thought) 

captive to obey Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:5 
 

God acknowledges that pagans participate in the occult, but these practices are part of what leads to the downfall of nations and they 
are forbidden for any of God’s people. 
  
Receiving guidance from one’s astrological chart, reading palms or tea leaves, attending séances, or even using Ouiji boards are not 
permitted for people of God; nevertheless, many today (either in ignorance or defiance of the law) read books about wizards and dabble in 
the occult. 
 

Illustration: 
Nancy Reagan turned to astrology in White House to protect her husband 
 
Nancy Reagan . . . played an outsized role as first lady during her husband’s years in the White House. 
 
She was known as his fierce protector and perhaps his closest advisor. When his presidency was jeopardized by the Iran-Contra affair in the mid-1980s, 
she took a decisive role in imposing new leadership around him. 
 
But she was also known for a decidedly unconventional aspect of White House life: using an astrologer. Here’s the story from The Times archives. 
 
Who did Reagan use as her astrologer? 
Her name was Joan Quigley. 
 
Former First Lady Nancy Reagan remembered. 
In Nancy Reagan’s memoir, “My Turn,” the former first lady said she called Quigley in the aftermath of an assassination attempt on the president. “I’m 
scared every time he leaves the house,” she told Quigley, seeking advice on the timing of President Reagan’s comings and goings. 
 
Quigley later said that over the next seven years, she issued guidance, for pay, that went far beyond mundane scheduling to matters of diplomacy, Cold 
War politics and even the timing of the president’s cancer surgery. 
 
Nancy Reagan downplayed Quigley’s influence when news that the first family had an astrologer was met with a firestorm of criticism and jokes. But 
the scorned Aries astrologer struck back. 
 
“I would participate in a more intimate way,” she said in a 1990 Times interview, “than the publicly recognized insiders of greatest importance.” 
 
What was the reaction when the news became public? 
 
For the most part, Nancy Reagan was mocked.  
 
The New York Post had a headline saying, “Astrologer Runs The White House,” and one joke suggested a Cabinet post in charge of voodoo be 
created. 
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Reagan, who said she was highly embarrassed by the revelation (payments to Quigley had been made through a third party to try to keep the 
relationship secret), wrote in her 1989 book, “While astrology was a factor in determining Ronnie’s schedule, it was never the only one, and no 
political decision was ever based on it.” 
 
But there was debate over exactly how much influence Quigley actually had. She claimed a bigger role in her 1990 book, “What Does Joan Say?: My 
Seven Years As White House Astrologer to Nancy and Ronald Reagan.” 
 
“I was responsible for timing all press conferences,” she said, “most speeches, the State of the Union addresses, the takeoffs and landings of Air Force 
One. I picked the time of Ronald Reagan’s debate with [Jimmy] Carter and the two debates with Walter Mondale; all extended trips abroad as well as 
the shorter trips and one-day excursions.” 
 
Quigley spoke to the president only once, briefly, at a 1985 state dinner. But she said on “CBS This Morning” in 1990 that “through Nancy, I really 
had a direct line to the president.” 
 
The legacy lived on. In 2008, presidential candidate Barack Obama called Reagan to apologize for remarks some thought were insensitive. Obama 
said: “I didn’t want to get into a Nancy Reagan thing about doing any séances.” 
 
Whatever happened to Quigley? 
Her Reagan link made her something of a celebrity, and she wrote books and appeared on national television shows. As The Times reported in her 
obituary: “She briefly surfaced in 2000 when she attempted to start a paid astrology online service, but it seems it wasn’t in the stars.” (instead the 
(800)  
 
She died in 2014. 

https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-nancy-reagan-astrology-20160306-story.html 
  
This is a dangerous spiritual path. 
  
“The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or divination.  But as for you, the LORD your God has not permitted 
you to do so.” Deuteronomy 18:14 
  
False Prophets 
  
Lying and deception is another form of evil that taints holiness. 
  
Israel is warned to beware of false prophets (those who declare God’s Will to People – Acts 20:29-30, disguise themselves as members of Jesus’ flock, 
their primary focus is self promotion).  Only those whose words come true are to be trusted as true prophets of God. 
 

God’s Will: “Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” Ecclesiastes 12:13 
  
“If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken.  That 
prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be alarmed.” Deuteronomy 18:22 
  
READ: 
Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
A New Prophet like Moses – PROPHECY OF JESUS! 
15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as 
you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my 
God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’17 And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for 
them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 
him. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who 
presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or[i] who speaks in the name of other gods, that same 
prophet shall die.’ 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not spoken?’— 22 when a prophet speaks 
in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken 
it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. 
 
READ: 
Deuteronomy 19:1-13 
“When the Lord your God cuts off the nations whose land the Lord your God is giving you, and you dispossess them and dwell in their 
cities and in their houses, 2 you shall set apart three cities for yourselves in the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess. 3 You 
shall measure the distances[j] and divide into three parts the area of the land that the Lord your God gives you as a possession, so that any 
manslayer can flee to them. 
 

4 “This is the provision for the manslayer, who by fleeing there may save his life. If anyone kills his neighbor unintentionally without 
having hated him in the past—5 as when someone goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood, and his hand swings the axe to cut 
down a tree, and the head slips from the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies—he may flee to one of these cities and live,6 lest the 
avenger of blood in hot anger pursue the manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and strike him fatally, though the man did 
not deserve to die, since he had not hated his neighbor in the past. 7 Therefore I command you, You shall set apart three cities. 8 And if 
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the Lord your God enlarges your territory, as he has sworn to your fathers, and gives you all the land that he promised to give to your 
fathers— 9 provided you are careful to keep all this commandment, which I command you today, by loving the Lord your God and by 
walking ever in his ways—then you shall add three other cities to these three, 10 lest innocent blood be shed in your land that the Lord your 
God is giving you for an inheritance, and so the guilt of bloodshed be upon you. 
 

11 “But if anyone hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and attacks him and strikes him fatally so that he dies, and he flees into one of 
these cities, 12 then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there, and hand him over to the avenger of blood, so that he may 
die. 13 Your eye shall not pity him, but you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood[k] from Israel, so that it may be well with you. 
 
Killing and Murder  
  
Cities were set aside as refuge for someone who killed another unintentionally. 
  
“This is the provision for the manslayer, who by fleeing there may save his life.  If anyone kills his neighbor unintentionally without having 
hated him in the past.”  Deuteronomy 19:4 
  
However, anyone who intentionally murdered someone had no right to seek refuge in these cities; he would be removed by force to be 
handed over to the avenger of blood to die at his hand. 
  
The deliberate shedding of innocent blood (murder) carried the death penalty. 
  
“Show no pity.  You must purge from Israel the guilt of shedding innocent blood, so that it may go well with you.” Deuteronomy 19:13 
  
READ: 
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
Laws Concerning Israel's Kings 
14 “When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over 
me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you may indeed set a king over you whom the Lord your God will choose. One from among 
your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only he must not acquire 
many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall 
never return that way again.’ 17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself 
excessive silver and gold. 
 

18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by[c] the Levitical 
priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lordhis God by keeping all 
the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them,20 that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn 
aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in 
Israel. 
 
Choosing a Holy King of Israel 
  
“When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say, ‘Let us set a king 
over us like all the nations around us.’” Deuteronomy 17:14 
  
In this Weeks Reading, Moses foresees that the people will one day want a king to rule over them and not a series of judges, so he gives 
them guidelines on how to protect their holy calling under such a system. 
  
The king was to be an Israelite who had not accumulated many wives or a great deal of gold and silver. (this is the problem with 
our Government – over reach of appropriated power) 
  
He also had to know and use the teachings of the Torah as a guide.  The king was required to write out two books of Torah (Sifrei Torah – the 
Law) and to keep them with him at all times in order that he remain humble Deuteronomy 17:14–20. 
  
Jesus was acknowledged as the King of the Jews, as was written on the sign posted over His head at His execution Matthew 27:11, 37. 
  

He fulfilled all the requirements of kinship.  He was an Israelite, a man of humility who lived a simple life and taught the 
Torah.  He was the personification of holiness. 

  
According to a Messianic prophecy, the Messiah will rule and reign as King upon the throne of His forefather David with perfect 
justice and righteousness forever and ever. 
  
“For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on His shoulders.  He will be named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end.  He will reign on the 
throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish and sustain it with justice and righteousness from now on and forever.” Isaiah 9:6–7 
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Although He will physically reign over the Earth from Jerusalem when He returns, His kingdom is established now in the hearts of those 
who are Believers.  Those of us who follow Him understand that He has given us a clear vision of holiness, bringing the observance of 
Torah to its fullness. 
  
Because He makes the fullness of the law known, each of us should be living in righteousness. 
  

"If you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them." John 13:17 
  
READ: 
Deuteronomy 20:1-20 
Laws Concerning Warfare 
20 “When you go out to war against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and an army larger than your own, you shall not be afraid of 
them, for the Lord your God is with you, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 2 And when you draw near to the battle, the 
priest shall come forward and speak to the people3 and shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel, today you are drawing near for battle 
against your enemies: let not your heart faint. Do not fear or panic or be in dread of them, 4 for the Lord your God is he who goes 
with you to fight for you against your enemies, to give you the victory.’ 5 Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying, ‘Is there 
any man who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man 
dedicate it. 6 And is there any man who has planted a vineyard and has not enjoyed its fruit? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the 
battle and another man enjoy its fruit. 7 And is there any man who has betrothed a wife and has not taken her? Let him go back to his house, 
lest he die in the battle and another man take her.’ 8 And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say, ‘Is there any man who is 
fearful and fainthearted? Let him go back to his house, lest he make the heart of his fellows melt like his own.’ 9 And when the officers 
have finished speaking to the people, then commanders shall be appointed at the head of the people. 
 

10 “When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to it.11 And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then 
all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you. 12 But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war 
against you, then you shall besiege it. 13 And when the Lord your God gives it into your hand, you shall put all its males to the sword, 14 but 
the women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as plunder for yourselves. And you 
shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the Lord your God has given you. 15 Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from 
you, which are not cities of the nations here. 16 But in the cities of these peoples that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance, 
you shall save alive nothing that breathes, 17 but you shall devote them to complete destruction,[m] the Hittites and the Amorites, the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the Lord your God has commanded, 18 that they may not teach you to do 
according to all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and so you sin against the Lord your God. 
 

19 “When you besiege a city for a long time, making war against it in order to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by wielding an axe 
against them. You may eat from them, but you shall not cut them down. Are the trees in the field human, that they should be besieged by 
you? 20 Only the trees that you know are not trees for food you may destroy and cut down, that you may build siegeworks against the city 
that makes war with you, until it falls. 
 
Trusting in God for Victory 
  
In this this Weeks Reading, God gives the people laws for waging war and maintaining purity in the camp. 
  
Moses tells the people to not be afraid of the inhabitants of the Promised Land while in battle; Adonai will be with them. 
  
Before battle, the Cohanim (Priests) were to encourage the troops to trust in God. 
  
“When you are about to go into battle, the priest shall come forward and address the army.  He shall say: ‘Hear, Israel:  

“Today you are going into battle against your enemies. 
Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not panic or be terrified by them. 
For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you 

against your enemies to give you victory.” Deuteronomy 20:2–4 
 
Trans:  This should be our Prayer Everyday!  

  
We can also rest assured that no matter what battle we may face, God is with us and will cause us to walk in triumph in Jesus our 
Messiah. 
  
“But thanks be to God, who IN MESSIAH ALWAYS LEADS US IN TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION, and THROUGH 

US SPREADS THE FRAGRANCE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM EVERYWHERE.” 2 Corinthians 2:14 
 

Closing Illustration: Movie – “Overcomer” 
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“4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” 1 John 5:4-5  

 
(Words are the Change Agent – Truth or The Lie) 

 
 
Next Week’s Reading & Discipleship Location: 
 

Deuteronomy 21:10 – (When You Go Out) – JESUS IS BORN (2019 – September 7th) 
 

 “WHEN YOU GO OUT to WAR AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES, and THE LORD YOUR GOD GIVES THEM INTO YOUR HAND  
and you take them captive.” 

 
“7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of 

sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of 
the devil.” 1 John 3:7-9 

 
Week 49 - KI TETZE (When You Go Out) 

Deuteronomy 21:10–25:19; Isaiah 54:1–10; 1 Corinthians 5:1–5 
 
 

 


