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Last Week We Talked About: 
  
Last week, Parasha Shoftim (Judges) focused rather broadly on the system of worship, judicial procedures, and the administration of the 
nation. 

 

 “But thanks be to God, who IN MESSIAH ALWAYS LEADS US IN TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION, and 
THROUGH US SPREADS THE FRAGRANCE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM EVERYWHERE.”  

2 Corinthians 2:14 
 

 “Through Us Spreads the Fragrance of the Knowledge of Him Everywhere” 
 

Week 48 - SHOFTIM (Judges) 
Deuteronomy 16:18–21:9; Isaiah 51:12–52:12; Mark 14:53–64 

  
“Appoint judges [shoftim] and officials [shoftim] for each of your tribes in every town the Lord your God is giving you, and they shall judge 
[shafat] the people fairly [tzedek mishpat / righteous judgment].” Deuteronomy 16:18 
  
In this last week’s Torah portion, Moses instructed the nation of Israel in the appointing of judges (called shoftim in Hebrew) and law 
enforcement officers (called shotrim) to administer justice.  These judges and officers would not only teach but also interpret the laws of 
the Torah. 
  
What is the difference between a judge and an officer?  A judge refers to one qualified to deliver judgments according to the laws of 
the Torah.  The officer then enforces these legal judgments, even by force if necessary. 
  
The Hebrew prophet Isaiah promised that there would come a day when judges would be restored as in the days of old:  
 

“I shall restore your judges as at first, and your counselors as at the beginning.” Isaiah 1:26 
  
Although Isaiah mentions the judges, the officers do not appear in this prophecy, but rather “counselors.” 
  
Why will counselors replace the role of officers? 
  
In the days of redemption, when the Messiah returns to rule and reign in righteousness, there will be no need for “enforcers” of the 
Torah. 
  
In the Messianic era, all will have such a deep desire to follow and obey the Lord that only counselors will be needed to explain and clarify 
(not to enforce) the decisions of the judges. 
  
Even today (before that great day of the Lord that is to come) those who are truly in Messiah do not need external coercion to keep 
God’s commandments and judgments. 
  
For when we have been given a new heart and a new spirit, there arises within us a desire to keep God’s laws and commandments, not in a 
spirit of legalism, but out of a heart of love: 
  

“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,  
and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.” Ezekiel 36:27 

  
For those who believe in Jesus but do not observe His commandments in the Torah, the question we need to ask is, “Why not?”  Either the 
person is not truly following Jesus and filled with His Spirit, or they have received and accepted a teaching of false grace which 
erroneously emphasizes freedom from guilt over freedom from sin. 
  
Certainly, Jesus did not pay the ultimate price to set us free from bondage to sin so that we can continue sinning without guilt. 
  

"Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness." 1 John 3:4 
 

“And when he (The Holy Spirit) comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” John 16:8 
  

And as a Reminder, Last Week Began, “The Days of Favor” known as: 
 

 “The King is in the Field” 
 

These 40 days are a time of meeting with the King of Kings - a time to be happy. Which also corresponds to the prophesied Messianic Virgin Birth 
(Isaiah 7:14), Jesus’ Birth (which this year would have fallen on September 7, 2019), and the prophesied Messianic Return (Zechariah 14:1-4, 9), 

Jesus’ Return (which this year will fall on September 29th through October 1st, 2019). 
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This week’s portion of Scripture, Parasha Ki Tetze (“When you go out”), includes 74 of the 613 commandments contained in the 
Torah.  These commandments include miscellaneous criminal, civil, and family laws as well as moral and religious duties of the Israelites. 
 
 
This Week: 
 
Parashat Ki Teitzei / תשרפ אצת־יכ   
Next read in the Diaspora (Jews living outside Israel) on 14 September 2019. Parashat Ki Teitzei is the 49th weekly Torah portion in the annual 
Jewish cycle of Torah reading. 

 

List of Dates 
Parashat Ki Teitzei is read in the Diaspora on:  
• 14 September 2019 - 29 August 2020 - 21 August 2021 - 10 September 2022 - 26 August 2023 - 14 September 2024 - 06 September 2025  

22 August 2026 - 11 September 2027 - 02 September 2028 - 25 August 2029 - 07 September 2030 - 30 August 2031 
 

Different Torah Readings in Israel and the Diaspora? 
 

Once in several years, for a few weeks, different Torah portions are read in Israel and in the Diaspora. This year (2009-5769) happens to be one 
of those years. 

 

Why does this happen? Here is the basic idea: 
1. The Torah is apportioned into 53 readings, and each Shabbat we read a portion according to a predetermined order. When a holiday falls on Shabbat, 

we substitute the reading of the weekly portion with a section from the Torah that relates to that holiday. 
 

2. In Israel we celebrate most holidays for one day, and outside of Israel for two days (the second day is called "The holiday of the Diaspora"). 
This year, the holiday of Shavuot started on Friday. In Israel it was celebrated for one day. The next day was Shabbat and everyone read the Torah 
portion of Naso.  

 

Outside of Israel, however, the holiday was celebrated for two days. On Shabbat, everyone read the Torah portion for the second day of Shavuot. 
The Torah portion of Naso wasn't read until the following week—by which time synagogues in Israel were already up to the next portion, 
Beha'alotecha. That's how Diaspora Jews ended up behind by one portion. 

 

But no worries: We in the Diaspora will soon catch up with our Israeli brethren. How? Because on the Shabbat of the 12th of Tammuz (July 4th), 
those in Israel will read the Torah portion of Balak, while we will read two portions—Chukat and Balak—joined together. Once again, all the 
Jewish People will be in synch. 

Rabbi Mendy Kaminker, Editor, He.Chabad.org 

 
Week 49 - KI TETZE (When You Go Out) 

Deuteronomy 21:10–25:19; Isaiah 54:1–10; 1 Corinthians 5:1–5 
  

“When you go forth [ki tetze] to battle against your enemies, and the Lord your God delivers them into your 
hands …”  (Deuteronomy 21:10) 
  

The “TRUE” Christmas Story: 
  

Based on my knowledge of Scripture, historical facts, the Biblical calendar and Jewish tradition I would like to present the following 
Christmas story as a plausible way in which the events surrounding Jesus’ birth occurred. 

  
It is Saturday night, Kislev 25, in the Jewish year 3755. It is the first night of Hanukkah, the Feast of Dedication and the Feast of Light, 

December 6, 6 BCE. The angel Gabriel comes to the Virgin Mary with a message from God. She will conceive in her womb, bear a son and 
name him Jesus (Yashua – Joshua – “I AM SALVATION”). The Holy Spirit will come upon her, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow her; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of God. 

 
Also around the time of the winter solstice (December 21st), Romans observed Juvenalia, a feast honoring the children of Rome. 
 

In addition, members of the upper classes often celebrated the birthday of Mithra, on December 25. Mithra was an ancient Persian god 
of light. It was believed that Mithra, an infant god, was born of a rock. For some Romans, Mithra’s birthday was the most sacred day 
of the year. In the later Roman Empire, Mithra blended with Sol Invictus, god of the “unconquered sun.” 
 

Some theorists believe the early Roman Catholic Church may have chosen the same date for Christmas in order to supplant pagan 
rituals, though many Christian scholars dispute this. 

https://www.history.com/topics/natural-disasters-and-environment/winter-solstice 
 

Pagans commonly celebrated the birthdays of their gods, however in the Bible a birthday is never celebrated to the true God, who being eternal has no 
birth or day of origin. 
 
Mary appropriately Hanukkahs (dedicates – first use for a holy purpose) her body to be the temple of God by saying, "Behold, the 

bondslave of the Lord; be it done to me according to your word." 
  
The Holy Spirit impregnates Mary. She now has the Word of God, eternal life and the light of men dwelling in the darkness of her 

womb. As it is written: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
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God. All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. (John 1:1-5) 

  
Interestingly, on the first night of Hanukkah many Jews quote this passage of Scripture, “In the beginning God created the heavens and 

the earth. And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the 
surface of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.” (Genesis 1:1-3) 

  
Coincidently we are reminded by the Scripture in John 10:22-39, that Jesus declared Himself to be the Son of God on Hanukkah, the 

Feast of Dedication and Light in the Temple at Jerusalem. 
 
John 10:22-39  
I and the Father Are One 
22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter,23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of 
Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus 
answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because 
you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me,[a] is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out 
of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 
 
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are 
you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, 
being a man, make yourself God.”34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called them gods to whom the 
word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are 
blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again 
they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands. 
  
Forty weeks (Forty weeks is the period of human gestation) after His conception Jesus is born. It is Friday night, Elul 9, in the Jewish year 3756. 

This corresponds to our Gregorian calendar date of September 9, 5 BCE. It is the beginning of the weekly Sabbath. The Jewish people have 
a particular name for every Sabbath and they read specific passages of Scripture on those Sabbaths. The one on which Jesus is born is called 
KiTeitzei, “WHEN YOU GO OUT to battle against your enemies*”. On that Sabbath night Jesus goes forth from the womb. And the next 
morning in the Temple and in every synagogue Isaiah 54:1-10 is read. It begins this way: 

 

* (1 John 3:7-9 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of 
the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God 
makes a practice of sinning, for God's[a] seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God.) 
 

“‘Shout for joy, O barren one, you who have borne no child; break forth into joyful shouting and cry aloud, you who have not 
travailed; for the sons of the desolate one will be more numerous than the sons of the married woman,’ says the LORD.” Isaiah 
54:1 

  
On the following Sabbath, being the eighth day Jesus is circumcised. The Jewish people call this particular Sabbath, KiTavo, “When you 
enter”. On that day Jesus entered into the Mosaic Covenant through His circumcision. And in the Temple and every synagogue the prophet 
Isaiah 60:1-22 is read. It begins this way:   
  

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness will cover the earth, 
and deep darkness the peoples; but the LORD will rise upon you, and His glory will appear upon you. And nations will come to 
your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all gather together, they come 
to you. 

  
And in verse six of that passage of Scripture it prophesies the coming of the Magi to see Jesus. It reads this way: 
 

A multitude of camels will cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba will come; they will bring gold 
and frankincense, and will bear good news (myrrh - a sweet smelling aroma) of the praises of the LORD. 

  
Mary waited the prescribed 40 days* for her purification (Leviticus 12:1-4 - “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If 

a woman conceives and bears a male child, then she shall be unclean seven days. As at the time of her menstruation, she shall be unclean. 3 And on the eighth day the 
flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 Then she shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of her purifying. She shall not touch anything holy, nor come into 
the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are completed.”) from the blood of childbirth before presenting her son, Jesus at the Temple. It was 
Thursday, Ethanim 21 (Ethanim is the seventh month of God’s calendar. It falls within our September/October time frame. The Jewish people currently call this 
month Tishri.), of the Jewish year 3756 or our October 23, 5 BCE. The Jewish people call the day Hossana Rabba or “The Great Day of 
Salvation”. It is the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles (In Hebrew the feast is called Sukkoth, which is translated as tent, hut, tabernacle or booth and 
indicates a temporary dwelling) (Sukkoth).  

  

* 2019: 40 DAYS from the Sabbath, Friday, September 6th at 6pm through Saturday, September 7th at 6pm, reading during the Sabbath is “When you go out” 
(Deuteronomy 21:10–25:19), puts us on Tuesday, October 15th at 6pm, or on the Biblical Calendar, Tuesday, October 16th at 6pm, 3 days from Sabbath, and 5 days 
from the “Eight Day” (the Beginning of Eternity in Heaven) of the Feast of Tabernacles, known as the “Great Day of Salvation”. 
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The Feast of Tabernacles is the most joyous feast of the year for Israel and it has four major themes associated with it. Lets see how 
these four themes are linked to Jesus’ first appearance at the Temple. 
  

The first theme is the ingathering of various tree branches. Jesus, “the Branch” spoken of by Isaiah the prophet (Isaiah 11:1-10) 
concerning the messiah is brought into Jerusalem during the feast. It was written of Him: “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.” 

  
Jesse was King David’s father. Therefore the messiah had to be a descendent of King David, which Jesus was according to the 

genealogies. The shoot or branch in the prophecy can also be rendered from the root Hebrew word Nazir meaning “unpruned vine” from 
whence we get the word Nazarene. This is why the Bible references Jesus as the Nazarene or Jesus from Nazareth.  

 

Nazarene is a title applied to Jesus, who, according to the New Testament, grew up in Nazareth, a town in Galilee, now in northern Israel. The word is 
used to translate two related terms that appear in the Greek New Testament: Nazarēnos (Nazarene) and Nazōraios (Nazorean). The phrases traditionally 
rendered as "Jesus of Nazareth" can also be translated as "Jesus the Nazarene" or "Jesus the Nazorean", and the title "Nazarene" may have a religious 
significance instead of denoting a place of origin.  

 

The Gospel of Matthew explains that the title Nazarene is derived from the prophecy "He will be called a Nazorean", but this has no obvious Old 
Testament source. Some scholars argue that it refers to a passage in the Book of Isaiah (Isaiah 11:1, “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.”), with "Nazarene" a Greek reading of the Hebrew ne·tser (branch), understood as a messianic title. Others 
point to a passage in the Book of Judges which refers to Samson as a Nazirite, a word that is just one letter off from Nazarene in Greek. 

 

The Greek New Testament uses "Nazarene" (a branch) six times (Mark, Luke), while "Nazorean" is used 13 times (Matthew, Mark in some manuscripts, 
Luke, John, Acts). In the Book of Acts, "Nazorean" is used to refer to a follower of Jesus, i.e. a Christian, rather than an inhabitant of a 
town. "Notzrim" is the modern Hebrew word for Christians (No·tsri, יִרְצֹונ ) and one of two words commonly used to mean "Christian" in Syriac (Nasrani) 
and Arabic (Naṣrānī, ينارصن ). 

 

In Acts, Paul of Tarsus is called, "a ringleader of the sect of the Nazoreans" (Acts 24:5), thus identifying Nazorean with Christian. Although both 
"Christianios" (by Gentiles) and "Nazarenes" (by Jews) appear to have been current in the 1st century, and both are recorded in the New Testament, the 
Gentile name "Christian" appears to have won out against "Nazarene" in usage among Christians themselves after the 1st century. 

 

Modern Hebrew the word "Notzrim" ( םירצונ ) is the standard word for Christians, 
 

In Rabbinic and contemporary Israeli modern Hebrew, the term Notzrim (plural) (Hebrew: םירצונ ), or singular "Notzri" ( ירצונ ) is the general official 
term for "Christians" and "Christian" 

 

In Talmud and Midrash generally refers to Jewish Christians. 
 

Although Arab Christians referred to themselves as يحیسم  Masīḥī (from حیسم  Masīḥ, "Messiah, Christ"), the term "Nazarene" was adopted into 
the Arabic language as singular Naṣrani (Arabic: ينارصن , "a Christian") and plural Naṣara (Arabic: ىراصن , "Nazarenes, Christians") to refer to 
Christians in general. The term "Naṣara" is used many times in the Qur'an when referring to them. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazarene_(title)#cite_note-Miller-6 
 

The second theme of the feast is God comes to tabernacle or dwell with His people. For the past week, all the Jewish people had 
been living in temporary dwellings or booths made out of tree branches. It was meant to remind them of the Exodus, when God’s presence 
was manifest among His people, leading and protecting them day and night. Jesus arrives among the people as Immanuel … “God With 
Us” to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14. “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a 
son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 

  
The third theme of the feast is the salvation of God’s people. The angel commanded Joseph to name the child, Jesus because He 

would save His people from their sins. In Hebrew, Jesus’ name is Yashua or Joshua, which means, “I AM salvation”. God told Moses to tell 
the Israelites that “I AM” (Exodus 3:14) had sent him to deliver them from the Egyptians. In today’s world we just hear a person’s formal name 
and it has no particular meaning to us. But in Jesus’ day peoples name were actual statements. So every time Jesus introduced Himself, the 
people heard the statement, “I AM salvation”.  

  
The fourth theme of the feast is great joy.  While the people were rejoicing in God outside the Temple, Jesus was presented before 

God, in the Temple, as was the custom. At that time old Simeon and Anna were filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit and began prophesying 
because they had seen the consolation of Israel. 

  

by Michael Gibson - Key2Changes.com 
  

Where was the Birthplace 
of the Lord Jesus? 

  

Tradition, not the Bible, says that Jesus' birth place was in cave over which the Basilica of the Nativity was built in Bethlehem. Roman 
Emperor Constantine, built a Basilica1 over this cave in the 4th Century at the request of his mother, Helena. It was destroyed and the present 
basilica was built by Emperor Justinian in 530 AD. Origen of Alexandria (185 - 254 AD) wrote that it was generally accepted that Jesus 
was born in a cave at Bethlehem which could be visited in his day. 

 

Clearly the city of Jesus’ birth was Bethlehem as Micah 5:2 prophesied: 
  

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who 
is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
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and as the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and John confirm. (Matt. 2:1; Luke 2:4, 15; John 7:42). Luke proclaims the birth place as 

Bethlehem, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 1 Samuel 17:15, confirms Bethlehem 
as the City of David, “But David went and returned from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem.”  

 

But where in Bethlehem was Jesus born? 
 
The fact is that the New Testament does not mention the exact place in Bethlehem of where Jesus was born. Nowhere does the Bible 

record that Jesus was born in stable attended by donkeys, chickens, and cows as many nativity scenes present. In the past it was 
speculated that because there was no room for Joseph and Mary in the Inn, and that he was born in the stable behind the inn where the animals 
were kept. This conjecture is false and is a good example that shows us we should not apply speculation to God’s word. All the New Testament 
specifically says is that Jesus was laid in a manger in Bethlehem.  
 
       Although the New Testament does not tell us where in Bethlehem Jesus was born, the Old Testament does. Micah 4:8 states: 
  

"And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the 
kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem."  Thus the Old Testament clearly states that the Messiah would be born at 
the "tower of the flock" (Hebrew: Migdal Edar). 

       The phrase "tower of the flock" is the Hebrew phrase "Migdal Edar" and means a "watch tower of the flock". In ancient times this 
was a military tower erected to view into the valley on the edge of Bethlehem to protect the city. Several of these military towers are recorded 
in the Old Testament (See Judges 8:71, 9:46, 9:51; 2 Kings 9:17, 18:8; Nehemiah 3:1). The tower at Bethlehem is first mentioned in Genesis 
35:21, "And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar" ("tower of Edar"- Migdal Edar). After Jacob left Bethel he 
came to Edar (the tower) and there Rachel began hard labor and as she delivered Benjamin she died and was buried there in Ephratah 
which is Bethlehem" (Gen. 35:19). After burying Rachel, Jacob moved his flocks beyond the tower of Edar. This would pinpoint the 
location as being near to what is present day Bethlehem. Clearly, this establishes that Migdal Edar, "the tower of the flock" was in 
Bethlehem in Bible times. 

The oldest tradition, based upon Genesis 35:16-20; 48:7, points to a place one mile north of present day Bethlehem and 4 miles from 
Jerusalem. We do not know what were the bounds of ancient Bethlehem when Christ was born there, but we know the area called Bethlehem 
was larger than it is today. The references to present day Migdal Edar are in reference to present day Bethlehem and not the Bethlehem of 
biblical times which was certainly greater. Genesis 35:19 and 48:7 both state that Rachel was buried at "Ephrath, which is Bethlehem."  

 

"And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem." (Genesis 35:19) 
 

"And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way 
to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem." (Genesis 48:7) 
 
      It must be noted that Ephrath or Ephrathah was the ancient name for the area that later was called Bethlehem. According to Genesis 

35:19, after Jacob buried Rachel he "moved his flocks beyond the tower of Edar" or "Migdal Edar." The location of Rachel's tomb today 
is outside, on the outskirts of present day Bethlehem, but clearly it was not when Jacob, buried his wife there. Clearly the area which is 
called Bethlehem in biblical times covered a greater area than does present day Bethlehem and the Tower of the Flock was in that city. 

 
This watch tower from ancient times was used by the shepherds for protection from their enemies and wild beasts. It was also the place 

ewes were safely brought to give birth to the lambs. In this sheltered building/cave the priests would bring in the ewes which were about 
to lamb for protection. These special lambs came from a unique flock that was designated for sacrifice at the temple in 
Jerusalem.             

  
Rabbis state, (According to Edersheim in The Life And Times Of Jesus The Messiah, in Book 2, Chapter 6), "This Migdal Edar was not the watchtower 

for the ordinary flocks that pastured on the barren sheep ground beyond Bethlehem, but it lay close to the town, on the road to Jerusalem, 
leading to the conclusion that the flocks which pastured there were destined for Temple sacrifices."  Also, traditional rabbi interpretation of 
Genesis 35:23 and Micah 4:8, would render, "He spread his tent beyond Migdal Edar, the place where King Messiah will reveal Himself 
at the end of days." What are we to make of all of this information from the writings of the rabbis? First, we know that Migdal Edar was 
the watchtower that guarded the Temple flocks that were being raised to serve as sacrificial animals in the Temple. These were not just any 
flock and herd. The shepherds who kept them were men who were specifically trained for this royal task. They were educated in what 
an animal, that was to be sacrificed, had to be and it was their job to make sure that none of the animals were hurt, damaged, or 
blemished."  These lambs were apparently wrapped in "swaddling clothes" to protect them from injury and also were used to wrap 
the Lord Jesus.            

  
Thus, with the establishment of Temple worship in Jerusalem, the fields outside of Bethlehem became the place where a special group 

of shepherds raised the lambs that were sacrificed in the Temple. Being themselves under special Rabbinical care, they would strictly 
maintain a ceremonially clean stable for a birthing place. The Tower of the Flock was used for birthing ewes, and the surrounding 
fields were where these shepherds grazed their flocks. These shepherds customarily kept their flocks outdoors twenty-four hours a day 
every day of the year, but brought the ewes in to deliver their lambs where they could be carefully cared for. It was to this place that Joseph 
took Mary. It was in this special place at "Migdal Edar" that Christ was born! How do we know? Micah 4:8 tells us so!: 
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And you, O tower of the flock, hill of the daughter of Zion, to you shall it come,  
the former dominion shall come, kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem. 

  
Prophetically, "Migdal Edar" is the exact place in Bethlehem for Christ to be born. Micah was God's prophet who was warning Israel 

of the coming captivity. He used the authenticating prophecy of the Assyrian captivity of the Northern Kingdom (soon to occur when he 
foretold it)to serve as a reminder to Israel of God's promised Kingdom. God wanted them to know that even though they would be taken 
from their land because of their disobedience that He would restore them in time. Micah 4:7establishes the context of the passage and clearly 
is a Messianic prophecy of the coming of the Millennial Kingdom when Jesus Christ will reign over Jerusalem forever. ". . . LORD shall 
reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even forever." In other words, God was assuring Israel that He would fulfill His promises 
to them of the Kingdom. In Micah 4:8 the word is rendered "tower of the flock"(marg., "Edar"), and is used as a designation of Bethlehem, 
which figuratively represents the royal line of David as sprung from Bethlehem. 

  
In this setting, Micah (Micah 4:8) uses the prophecy of the Babylonian captivity of the Southern Kingdom as a pledge to 

guarantee (authenticating prophecy) of the birth of Christ at "Migdal Edar" at Bethlehem which is exactly where it took place! Micah 
prophesied that as surely as Assyrians would soon carry away Israel in the North, so the Messiah would come and establish His 
kingdom, the "first dominion, the kingdom shall come to Jerusalem." The verse states that as surely as Babylon would carry away the 
tribe of Judah, in the South, into captivity, so the Messiah would arrive at the Tower of the Flock. This prophecy was one other evidence 
that later proved that Jesus was the Messiah, but one that Israel ignored in rejecting Him as their Messiah.   

  
Who were the shepherds who first received the news of the birth of the Messiah? Luke 2:8-18 records that there were shepherds 

in the fields keeping watch over their sheep by night. Who then were these shepherds? Without question these were shepherds who resided 
near Bethlehem. They were none other but the shepherds from "Migdal Edar" who were well aware that the Targum hinted and many 
of the rabbis taught that Messiah might well be announced from "Migdal Edar" at Bethlehem. The angels only told the shepherds that 
they would find the Babe wrapped in "swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." There was no need for the angels to give these shepherds 
directions to the birth place because they already knew. These were the men who raised sacrificial lambs that were sacrificed in the 
Temple. When the angelic announcement came, they knew exactly where to go, as Luke 2 indicates, for the sign of a manger could only 
mean their manger at the tower of the flock! You cannot explain the meaning or direction of the sign they were given or their response 
unless you have the right manger and the right shepherds! 

  
Typically, "Migdal Edar", (the tower of the flock) at Bethlehem is the perfect place for Christ to be born. He was born in the very 

birthplace where tens of thousands of lambs, which had been sacrificed to prefigure Him. God promised it, pictured it, and performed 
it at "Migdal Edar". It all fits together, for that's the place the place where sacrificial lambs were born! Jesus was not born behind an inn, 
in a smelly stable where the donkeys of travelers and other animals were kept. He was born in Bethlehem, at the birthing place of the 
sacrificial lambs that were offered in the Temple in Jerusalem which Micah 4:8calls the "tower of the flock."            

  
John the Baptist in John 1:29 proclaimed of Jesus, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." Jesus is presented 

in the Bible as being "in type" as a sacrificial lamb. It was not by chance but by choice that Christ identified His death with the time of the 
observance of the Passover. Peter spoke of our redemption as wrought by the "precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot" (1 Pet. 1:19); and Paul told us that "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us" (1 Cor. 5:7). Even the first fulfilled type by which 
Christ is to be revealed in Heaven is as the Lamb (Rev. 5:6-13). 

  
The site has a long history as the place of the birth of Christ going back to Origen of Alexander in the 2nd Century who said that Jesus 

was born in a cave located in Bethlehem. 
  
God's word tells us that Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, of Judah in the city of David at a place called the "tower of the flock." 
  

by Cooper P Abrams III 
http://www.bible-truth.org/BirthPlaceofJesus.html#2 

 
Continue: Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19  

  

This Torah portion is a very practical compilation of teachings that squarely deals with most real-life situations: from inheritance rights of 
the firstborn to how to deal with stubborn, rebellious children; from returning lost objects to their owner to building safety fences around 
the roof of a home in order to prevent loss of life; from protection of the living to how to treat the body of the deceased.  
  

Deuteronomy 21:10-23  
Marrying Female Captives 
10 “When you go out to war against your enemies, and the Lord your God gives them into your hand and you take them captive, 11 and you see 
among the captives a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 12 and you bring her home to your house, she shall shave 
her head and pare her nails. 13 And she shall take off the clothes in which she was captured and shall remain in your house and lament her 
father and her mother a full month. After that you may go in to her and be her husband, and she shall be your wife. 14 But if you no longer 
delight in her, you shall let her go where she wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you treat her as a slave, since you have 
humiliated her. 
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Despite what some believe, women are traditionally well treated in Judaism. Even a foreign captive woman was to be given respect — 
including time to mourn the loss of her parents.  
  
The law ensures her dignity, and provides for her ethical treatment and legal protection. 
  
“If you notice among the captives a beautiful woman and are attracted to her, you may take her as your wife.  Bring her into your home and 
have her shave her head, trim her nails and put aside the clothes she was wearing when captured.  After she has lived in your house and 
mourned her father and mother for a full month, then you may go to her and be her husband and she shall be your wife.” Deuteronomy 21:11–
13 
  
If the Israelite man decides that he no longer wants her as his wife, he must allow her to go free and cannot sell her as a slave to another. 

 
Inheritance Rights of the Firstborn 
15 “If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, and if the 
firstborn son belongs to the unloved,[a] 16 then on the day when he assigns his possessions as an inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the 
son of the loved as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn, 17 but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son 
of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of his strength. The right of the firstborn is his. 

 
These verses about captive women segue to the unloved wife and the firstborn son.  In a multiple wife situation, a man's firstborn son 
born of the unloved wife must receive his inheritance of the double portion.  In other words, the father may not give his birthright to the son 
of the loved wife. 

 
Deuteronomy 21:18-21  
A Rebellious Son 
18 “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and, though they discipline 
him, will not listen to them, 19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the 
place where he lives, 20 and they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This our son is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a 
glutton and a drunkard.’ 21 Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. So you shall purge the evil from your midst, and 
all Israel shall hear, and fear. 
 

We see in this week’s Reading that sin of “a Rebellious Son” has a very heavy cost.  For instance, while the “Ten Commandments” 
commands us to honor our parents, this portion specifies that sustained disobedience to parents is a capital offense. 
  
The punishment for breaking this law was never carried out in Israel, but became more of an ideal law that emphasized the respect of 
parents.  Do notice, however, that this law seems to describe a son who is a grown man, which indicates that Adonai holds we are never too 
old to revere our parents. 

 
Deuteronomy 21:22-23  
A Man Hanged on a Tree Is Cursed 
22 “And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his body shall not 
remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that 
the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance. 

 
The ethical treatment of a corpse extends to criminals hung on a tree after being convicted of a capital offense.  They have to be taken 
down and buried on the same day.  Bodies could not be left overnight, since anyone hung on a tree is considered cursed by God. 
  

“If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and you hang him on a tree, his corpse shall not remain on the tree 
overnight.  You must bury it the same day; anyone who is hanged is a curse of God.”  Deuteronomy 21:22–23 

  
The Hebrew word for tree is etz ( ץֵע ); the phrase “hang him on a tree” refers to death as a result of hanging on a tree or gallows, or to 
displaying a corpse on a tree after his execution.  Either way, the sight of a hung man on a wooden pole is a curse of God. 
  
This is at least partly why a rich man named Joseph asked to take down the body of Yeshua (Jesus) from the execution stake. 
  
“As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Yeshua.  Going to 
Pilate, he asked for Yeshua’s body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him.  Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and 
placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock." Matthew 27:57–60 
  
But Yeshua wasn’t guilty of a capital offense, so why was he put to death on a tree?  
  
According to Jewish priestly legal interpretation found in the halakhah (literally, the way) the one who is guilty of treason or blasphemy 
would be hung to death on a tree in full display before the people he has betrayed and the God he has blasphemed.  This 
interpretation of Deuteronomy 21:22–23 is found in early Aramaic translations of the Bible and rabbinical literature. 
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The Jewish leaders, therefore, saw Yeshua’s hanging as “proof” that He blasphemed the Lord by claiming to be the Messiah; in their 
interpretation, no true Messiah would hang on a tree and become a curse of God. 
  
However, this Torah portion helps us see how Yeshua took the full measure of the curse on our behalf by hanging on a tree. 
  
There on the tree, Yeshua took on Himself the curse that was meant for us, accepting the penalty for our sins and experiencing for the first 
time what it felt like to be separated from God because of transgression. 
  
This is what the Prophet Isaiah referred to when he wrote: 
  

“Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him punished by God, stricken by Him, and afflicted.  But He was 
pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him,  

and by His wounds we are healed.” Isaiah 53:4–5 
  
Paul, a former Pharisee, also referred to the curse when he wrote: 
  

“Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 
'Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.'” Galatians 3:13 

  
There on the tree, Yeshua took all of our curses so that we could experience His blessings.  Those who follow Yeshua are no longer 
alienated from God but have His laws inscribed on their hearts. 
  
Holiness and the Laws of God 
  
Having the laws of God written on our hearts means that God’s character and nature are known to us in a very personal way — 
not through external laws on stone tablets, but internally in our very souls. 
  
That does not mean we can turn our backs on the Torah, which helps us to better understand holiness and God's nature. 

 

 “Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.” Romans 3:31  
 

Deuteronomy 22:1-12  
Various Laws 
“You shall not see your brother's ox or his sheep going astray and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother. 2 And if he does not 
live near you and you do not know who he is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with you until your brother seeks it. 
Then you shall restore it to him. 3 And you shall do the same with his donkey or with his garment, or with any lost thing of your brother's, 
which he loses and you find; you may not ignore it. 4 You shall not see your brother's donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and ignore 
them. You shall help him to lift them up again. 
 

5 “A woman shall not wear a man's garment, nor shall a man put on a woman's cloak, for whoever does these things is an 
abomination to the Lord your God. 
 

The Reading of “When You Go Out” continues to be relevant in our world today. 
  
Although in our modern society, transgenderism and cross-dressing is becoming more accepted and common, this Torah portion clearly 
states that those who practice such acts are an abomination to God: 
  
“A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, nor shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for anyone who does such things is an abomination 
to the LORD, your God.”  Deuteronomy 22:5 
  
There seems to be so much confusion in our day with regards to gender and sexual identity; it is good to have the solid rock of God’s 
Word to show us where to stand on these controversial issues. 

 
Deuteronomy 22:6-7  
6 “If you come across a bird's nest in any tree or on the ground, with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on the young or on the 
eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young. 7 You shall let the mother go, but the young you may take for yourself, that it may go well 
with you, and that you may live long. 

  
Jesus tells us that if our Heavenly Father cares and provides for the birds of the air, then we can rest assured in knowing that He 
will provide for our needs also.  
  
“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not much 
more valuable than they?”  Matthew 6:26 
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Deuteronomy 22:8-12  
8 “When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof, that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon your house, if anyone 
should fall from it. 
9 “You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the whole yield be forfeited,[b] the crop that you have sown and the yield of 
the vineyard. 10 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 11 You shall not wear cloth of wool and linen mixed together. 
12 “You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of the garment with which you cover yourself. 

 
Deuteronomy 22:13-30 
Laws Concerning Sexual Immorality 
13 “If any man takes a wife and goes in to her and then hates her 14 and accuses her of misconduct and brings a bad name upon her, saying, ‘I 
took this woman, and when I came near her, I did not find in her evidence of virginity,’ 15 then the father of the young woman and her mother 
shall take and bring out the evidence of her virginity to the elders of the city in the gate. 16 And the father of the young woman shall say to the 
elders, ‘I gave my daughter to this man to marry, and he hates her; 17 and behold, he has accused her of misconduct, saying, “I did not find in 
your daughter evidence of virginity.” And yet this is the evidence of my daughter's virginity.’ And they shall spread the cloak before the 
elders of the city.18 Then the elders of that city shall take the man and whip[c] him, 19 and they shall fine him a hundred shekels[d] of silver and 
give them to the father of the young woman, because he has brought a bad name upon a virgin[e] of Israel. And she shall be his wife. He may 
not divorce her all his days. 20 But if the thing is true, that evidence of virginity was not found in the young woman, 21 then they shall bring out 
the young woman to the door of her father's house, and the men of her city shall stone her to death with stones, because she has done an 
outrageous thing in Israel by whoring in her father's house. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 
22 “If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman. So you 
shall purge the evil from Israel. 
23 “If there is a betrothed virgin, and a man meets her in the city and lies with her,24 then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, 
and you shall stone them to death with stones, the young woman because she did not cry for help though she was in the city, and the man 
because he violated his neighbor's wife. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 
25 “But if in the open country a man meets a young woman who is betrothed, and the man seizes her and lies with her, then only the man who 
lay with her shall die.26 But you shall do nothing to the young woman; she has committed no offense punishable by death. For this case is like 
that of a man attacking and murdering his neighbor, 27 because he met her in the open country, and though the betrothed young woman cried 
for help there was no one to rescue her. 
28 “If a man meets a virgin who is not betrothed, and seizes her and lies with her, and they are found, 29 then the man who lay with her shall 
give to the father of the young woman fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife, because he has violated her. He may not divorce her all 
his days. 
30 [f] “A man shall not take his father's wife, so that he does not uncover his father's nakedness.[g] 

 
The ethical and moral laws provided in this week’s Reading, “When You Go Out” cover several instances of marriage.  Among them is the 
case of a woman whose second husband has died or divorced her. 
  
This Reading states that her first husband cannot remarry her Deuteronomy 24:4. 
  
Another instance of marriage is the levirate marriage.  If a man dies leaving a childless widow, the man’s brother has the responsibility of 
marrying the widow in order to continue his brother’s line so that the deceased can inherit through the levirate son his share in the 
inheritance of property. 
  
This Reading also outlines the prohibition of a son marrying his father’s former wife, as well as other violations of marriage law. 
  
The laws in “When You Go Out” also include paying workers promptly, and allowing those who work for you to eat while they work (not 
muzzling the ox). 
  
As well, those lending money to a fellow Jew were forbidden from charging interest on their loan. 
  
Final Word: 
 

The verses in this Torah portion about inheritance and victory in warfare bring to mind the final end-time battle. According to 
Rabbinic Judaism, the Messiah will wage war against the enemies of Israel and succeed in battle. 
  
We know that a day is coming when all nations will gather to battle against Israel; but Jesus the Messiah will fight for Israel and gain 
the victory.  All the spoils of the nations will come into the hands of the people of Israel.  

 

For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured. Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as 
when He fights on a day of battle. In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of 
Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward 
the south. Zechariah 14:2-4 

 
Zechariah 14:12-19 
12 And this shall be the plague with which the Lord will strike all the peoples that wage war against Jerusalem: their flesh will rot while they are 
still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. 
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13 And on that day a great panic from the Lord shall fall on them, so that each will seize the hand of another, and the hand of the one will be raised 
against the hand of the other. 14 Even Judah will fight at Jerusalem.[g] And the wealth of all the surrounding nations shall be collected, gold, silver, 
and garments in great abundance. 15 And a plague like this plague shall fall on the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and whatever beasts 
may be in those camps. 
16 Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the Lord of 
hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths (“Sukkot”- 2019: October 13-22, 21st Eight Day/Eternity). 17 And if any of the families of the earth do not go 
up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, there will be no rain on them.18 And if the family of Egypt does not go up and present 
themselves, then on them there shall be no rain;[h] there shall be the plague with which the Lord afflicts the nations that do not go up to keep the 
Feast of Booths. 19 This shall be the punishment to Egypt and the punishment to all the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths. 
 

  
In that day, we will receive back all that the enemy has stolen from us.  God will restore the years that the swarming locusts have 
devoured (Joel 2:25); and we will receive a double portion in our land.  Halleluyah!  

 

 I will restore to you the years 
    that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
    my great army, which I sent among you. Joel 2:25  

 
“Instead of your shame you will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace you will rejoice in your inheritance.  And so you will 

inherit a double portion in your land, and everlasting joy will be yours.” Isaiah 61:7 
 
Next Week’s Reading & Location: 

 
Week 47 - Ki Tavo (When You Enter) 

Deuteronomy 26:1–29:9 (8); Isaiah 60:1–22; 1 Peter 2:1–25 
 


